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These Considerations 


HEN George W. Bush was inaugurated in Washington as 
the 43" President of the United States of America, at 
12:02:05 pm on 20" January 2001, o* at 16°06’ Tl was 
closely opposing the 14°40’ & Ascendant. This is not too 
different from the inauguration of the 11" President, James 
K. Polk, at noon on 4" March 1845, when of at 27°28’ x opposed the 
0°42’ G Ascendant. Polk is remembered for inciting war by sending 
troops into territory historically ruled by Mexico. Some will hope the 
similarity extends even further—Polk was a single-term president. 
We've been looking at other presidential inaugurations that had 
planets closely opposing the Ascendant. They seem to suggest that 
common themes ran through the subsequent terms: 


* James Monroe (2™ inauguration on 5" March 1821): ¥ ¢ XK opposed 
the Ascendant. The following four years were filled with slavery 
problems, culminating in the bitter Missouri Compromise. 

© W.H. Harrison (4" March 1841): 4 was 2° from the Descendant. The 
ceremony was held outdoors on a cold, rainy day. Harrison caught a 
cold and died from pneumonia a month later. 

¢ Abraham Lincoln (1" inauguration, 4" March 1861): ) 5° from 
opposing the Ascendant. Civil War began in April. 

* Abraham Lincoln (2 inauguration, 4"" March 1865): 4 & ASC. He 
was assassinated six weeks later. 

* Rutherford Hayes (5"" March 1877): o’ <? ASC. His election was a 
sordid affair, very much like that of Bush Jr. in 2000. 1877's Great 
Strike 

© Ben Harrison (4" March 1841): ¥ 4° ASC. Deep financial depression, 

© Teddy Roosevelt (2" inauguration, 4!" March 1905): K & ASC. 
Depression and financial panic. 

© Herbert Hoover (4"" March 1929): > £ ASC & o’. Stock market crash, 

¢ J. F. Kennedy (20" January 1961): ¥ ¢ ASC. Bay of Pigs invasion. 
Cuba crisis. JFK assassinated. 

* Richard Nixon (1" inauguration, 20" January 1969): o & ASC. 
Increased Vietnam bombing. Watergate burglary. ; 

¢ Jimmy Carter (20" January 1977): K @ ASC. Oil shortage. Iranian 
hostage crisis. 

© George Bush Sr. (20" January 1989): ASC. Gulf war. 


Presidential deaths, wars, financial depressions—none of these 
inaugurations ushered in prosperous times. Only two of the presidents 
inaugurated at these times won a further term—Lincoln and Nixon were 
the exceptions—and both failed to complete it. 


Of War 


BOB MAKRANSKY 


From the moment of its beginning war contains, cruelly invisible, the 
shape of its unimaginable end product, much as a block of marble con- 
tains a statue before the chisel ever touches it. Bruce Catton 


HE PROBLEM of determining the duration of a war, and which 
parties will win and lose, based upon a horoscope cast for the 
moment of the first shot, is more difficult than one might sup- 
J pose. It is the purpose of this article merely to present some data 
and comments in the hope of starting a general discussion of this topic. 
In the comments, I have tried to stick to close aspects between principal 
significators, thus avoiding the sort of self-serving post-hoc analysis so 
rife in astrological discussions (“The Lillith/Vertex midpoint is quincunx 
the ascending node of Chiron, therefore it is obvious that...”). 
William Lilly! writing of war elections says: 

Of Battle, war or other contentions: If one demand whether he shall 
overcome his adversary or not; give to the querent the Lord of the As- 
cendant, the Moon, and the planet from whom she is separated; and unto 
the defendant the seventh and his Lord, and the planet to whom the Moon 
applies; and behold whose significator is in angles and guest and with 
better planets, and so judge. If evil planets be in the Ascendant, and for- 
tunes in the seventh, the adversary shall overcome, and the contrary. The 
Lord of the seventh in the Ascendant betokens victory to the Querent, and 
contrary. 

What will ensue in war; Behold the Lord of the seventh and first, and 
their Lords: the first house signifies the querent, the seventh his adver- 
sary; if good planets be in the first, and malevolent in the seventh, and 
the Lord of the Ascendant good, and the Lord of the seventh ill; the quer- 
ent overcomes: but if an infortune be with the Lord of the Ascendant, and 
an evil planet in the Ascendant; and the Lord of the seventh good and a 
good planet there, the querent shall be overcome, and shall be taken or 
slaine. 

If both the Lord of the Ascendant and seventh be in the Ascendant, 
and on the behalf of the Lord of the Ascendant, there be good planets 
casting their benevolent aspects to the cusp of the second; then the quer- 
ent will do well in the war and obtain money thereby; he shall have vic- 
tory of his adversary, or they will endevour to be reconciled. 


' Zadkiel’s version of Lilly: Christian Astrology by William Lilly, George Bell 
& Sons, London, 1901, p. 219. 
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If both the Lords, viz. of the first and seventh, be in the Ascendant, 
and good planets be on the part of the Ascendant, and evil on the part of 
the seventh; both parties shall suffer loss; but the querent shall have the 
better in the end. If the Lord of the seventh be in the Ascendant, of his 
question, it shows the fortitude of the actors; the contrary noteth the con- 
trary. 

Any planet in the 10, 11, 12, 1, 2, 3 is conceived a friend to the quer- 
ent. So all planets in the 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4 are reputed for the quesited. 


Vivian Robson’, views agree with Lilly’s: 

The ascendamt, its lord and the planets in that house in conjunction or 
aspect with the lord denote the challenger, or the person who begins the 
controversy; and the seventh, its lord, and the planets in the seventh or in 
conjunction or aspect with the lord denote the other side. 

If the person signified by the ascendant is to be victorious let one of 
the signs of Saturn, Jupiter, or Mars be rising. A martial sign is to be 
preferred, and in this matter Scorpio is better than Aries. Take care to 
make the lord of the ascendant dispose of the lord of the seventh, or be 
more dignified, fortified, and elevated than that planet. 


A comparison of Lilly’s rules with several other sources—William 
Ramesey, Bonincontrius, and Bonatus—shows nearly universal agree- 
ment on the selection of the Ascendant, its ruler, the planets therein, the 
), and the planet from which the ) separates, to signify the attacker; and 
the Descendant, its ruler, the planets therein, and the planet to which the 
> applies, to signify the defender, Also that one significator in the house 
of the other betokens victory to the dispositor. 

Different authors have different rules respecting such things as favor- 
able and unfavorable sign positions for Ascendant and principal signifi- 
cators, but there is universal agreement that cadency, retrogradation and 
combustion are serious debilities, and that angularity and application to a 
favorable aspect of a favorable planet (preferably with reception) are 
positive auguries. These factors tend to outweigh dignity due to sign 
position in the purview of most authors. 

Other rules worth mentioning: 

Both Bonincontrius and Bonatus say that in wars the superior planets 
are stronger than the inferior planets; indeed Bonatus goes so far as to 
say that 

Even if the Ascendant ruler is cadent and thus has great debility, if it is 

one of the superior planets it has strength against his enemies by reason 

of the superiority, and his adversary is weak by reason of inferiority... 

Hence, the querent will not automatically succumb, even if the Ascendant 

ruler is a cadent superior planet and the seventh ruler an angular, infe- 

rior planet; but see if the seventh ruler applies to a planet that fortifies it. 

Both Bonincontrius and Ramesey propound an interesting theory of 


? Robson, Vivian, Electional Astrology, Weiser, NYC 1972, page 166ff. 
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“combust hours” which are supposedly unfavorable to the attacker. 
These are measured from the new ): the first half-day after new ) is 
combust; thence to day 3% is favorable; from day 3% to day 4 is com- 
bust; from day 4 through day 7 is favorable; and then the cycle repeats 
(presumably starting from each lunar phase point rather than measured in 
actual days from new ), but this is not clear). Bonincontrius also says 
“Fortify the Part of Fortune in the east. If it is in the seventh house the 
side which is invaded will be supported.” But ® early in the 1“ house 
would imply that the ) is combust. 

These authors don’t mention planetary hours, but since my own guid- 
ance puts stock in them I’ve included them in the analyses that follow. 

Since an aggressor will not usually attack without some cogent expec- 
tation that the attack will succeed, one would suppose (and indeed in the 
following examples it is usually the case) that the attacker’s significators 
are much stronger than the defender’s, no matter what the eventual out- 
come was. Using Lilly’s rules (which are certainly logical and intuitive) 
one would arrive at the wrong conclusion in many of the following 
charts. Since the first shot is the beginning of both a battle and a war, it 
is necessary to distinguish between the immediate outcome (the battle) 
and the ultimate outcome (the war). Thus, in addition to Lilly’s basic 
rules, my own guidance (supported by e.g. Barbara Watters’ views’) has 
suggested adding the following rules: 

The MC shows the immediate outcome (outcome of this battle) and the IC 

shows the ultimate outcome (outcome of the war). This is read from the 

point of view of the attacker (i.e. a favorable MC or IC shows a favorable 
immediate or ultimate outcome for the attacker). 

Presumably, if the foregoing were correct, then the IC would indicate 
the duration of the war. In any case, even adding these rules, it is often 
difficult to see who will win and how long the war will last. Note too that 
attacks are often launched at dawn, which automatically makes the sun 
one of the significators of the attacker. 


German invasion of Poland (beginning of WW2 in Europe), chart 1°; 
Germany is shown by & (ruler of the TT Ascendant), together with the 
rising 2 and ©. The mutual reception of and the ©, which is the hour 
ruler, indicates that the hour is definitely with Germany. 


‘ Watters, Barbara, Horary Astrology and the Judgment of Events, Valhalla, 
Washington D.C. 1973 

*In World War Il the Germans usually attacked across a broad front; all WWII 
charts in this article are cast for wherever Heinz Guderian was at that time (see 
Panzer Leader by Heinz Guderian, Futura, London 1974) 
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Chart Lr Germany invades Poland 
4:45 AM CET, 1" September 1939; 53N35, 17E29 


The allies in general and Poland in particular are shown by ¥, ruler of 
the Descendant, which is retrograde (weak and vacillating, which was 
certainly the case). Per Lilly, the ) is a secondary significator of Ger- 
many, and its coming conjunction with 4 would thus seem to suggest a 
rapprochement (which was in fact Hitler's expectation). That the ) and 
\ lie in a martial sign implies that the allies are not without recourses. 
However, the © (Germany) disposes of 4-) by exaltation, which ac- 
cording to Robson indicates a positive outcome for Germany, as does the 
angular placement of ©-9 compared with succedent placement of 4-). 
Also per Lilly, the planet from which the ) separates is a significator of 
Germany—here it is an exalted o’, dispositor of ¥-), further testimony 
to German victory. The fact that the ) applies to o} is a testimony to 
allied victory, but seems to be outweighed by the more favorable place- 
ment of the Ascending planets and ruler. 
The only rule that seems clear-cut in predict- 
ing allied victory is the one about the supe- 
rior significator (4 = the allies) outweighing 
the inferior significator ( = Germany). 

Neither ¥ nor 4 aspects the MC (imme- 
diate outcome). However the ruler of the 
MC is the rising 2, which, although 2 
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is combust and weak by sign, suggests an immediate German victory of 
sudden and lightning speed (K on MC), which brings material fortune to 
Germany ( trines 2"! cusp ¥). $s approaching square to { seems to 
symbolize some obstacle in the way of German victory (but this didn’t 
happen). 

The ruler of the IC is o, which is exalted in 6 showing that the god 
of war is happy with this one. Neither $ nor ¥ aspect or dispose of o* or 
the IC, although o disposes of 4 and ) (I would expect the symbolism to 
be the other way around to indicate an ultimate allied victory; indeed, if 
the MC/IC are to be read from the point of view of the attacker, then o* 
disposition of the allies’ significators is a testimony to ultimate German 
success). ¥ is 5° from square the IC, perhaps indicating ultimate loss for 
Germany in five years, presumably, and the )’s approaching conjunction 
to 4 is 5° from exact. However, five years later the war was still half a 
year from being over. At the time of the German surrender (Chart 2) o* 
was just past conjunction with the Chart | ). Except for indicating an 
immediate German advantage, Chart | doesn’t seem to work very well 
unless one wants to argue that the )’s application to o 4; and ¥’s superi- 
ority to (and its succedence, albeit retrograde, in comparison with %’s 
cadence), augur eventual success for the allies. But the favorable testi- 
monies for Germany seem pretty strong—it’s a hard call. 


Chart 2: Germany surrenders 
2:41 AM CEDT, 7" May 1945; 48N52, 2E20 
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German invasion of France, chart 3: 

Lots of Hitler’s moves seem to the astrological eye to have been deliber- 
ately elected, and this is a good example. Germany’s chief significator is 
§, ruler of the Ascendant, which is also the hour ruler (a fortunate omen 
for Germany). Germany’s other significators are the rising moon apply- 
ing to conjunction o'—)’s square to ¥ before it completes its conjunction 
with o perhaps symbolizes Hitler’s fatal error of judgment in allowing 
the surrounded allied army to escape at Dunkirk. 


e =e 
14° a oo 


Chart 3: Germany invades France 
5:30 AM GMT, 10" May 1940; 49N52, 6E16 


The allies’ significator is 4, more or less off by itself. Since $ (Ger- 
many’s significator) disposes of 0”, while o (Germany's secondary sig- 
nificator) disposes of 4, this looks bad for the allies. It’s hard to know 
what to make of the o application to * 4, though it would appear favor- 
able to the allies. Also favorable for the allies is the fact that 4 is a supe- 
rior planet, whereas 2 is inferior. Neither % nor 4 is better placed by 
house than the other, but since Germany’s secondary significators are so 
close to rising German victory scems inevitable. Per Lilly, the }’s appli- 
cation to 0 ¥ makes that planet another significator of the allies (the 
square clearly indicates allied failure). 

All the planets except ¥ are in the eastern half of the chart, which per 
Lilly makes them all friendly to Germany—another testimony of German 
victory. 

The MC is in = ruled by 4, and 8’s applying conjunction to » indi- 
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cates the imminent German victory. The IC is in Q, and the © (its ruler) 
doesn’t aspect any of the principal significators. O’s applying conjunc- 
tion to K would seem to indicate a sudden and unexpected end to the 
business in about two and a half (years, perhaps) but this didn’t happen. 
This chart works in the short run, but fails in the long-term. 


German invasion of Russia, chart 4: 

The chief significator of Germany is 3, ruler of the Ascendant. $ is ret- 
rograde, showing some dubiety/vacillation on the German side. If the ) 
is taken as a further significator of Germany, the fact that it is void of 
course symbolizes Germany’s getting off course with this invasion, The 
German general staff, as well as Hitler, believed this war would be won 
in 8-10 weeks, and thus made no preparations for a winter campaign. 


Chart 4: Germany invades Russia 
3:15 AM EET, 22™ June 1941; 52N06, 23E41 


Russia’s significator is 4 (Descendant ruler). Although it was a 4 
hour, the fact that ¥ disposes of 4 gives the initial advantage to Germany 
(recall Lilly’s adage that the lord of the seventh in the ascendant, heto- 
kens victory to the querent). Neither 3 nor 4 seem most angular, best 
dignified and aspected, except that 3's disposition of 4 implies German 
victory. The ) separates from K and applies to B, which doesn’t seem to 
be a clear testimony of anything. As in Chart 3, all planets but ¥ are in 
the eastern half of the chart, which per Lilly makes them all friendly to 
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Germany. Again, however, the fact that ¥ is superior to $ betokens suc- 
cess to Russia. 


Chart 5. German Army Surrenders at Stalingrad 
7:45 PM (-4), 31" January 1943; 48N44, 44E25 


The MC is in * ruled by 4. $ doesn’t aspect either the MC or , but 
\; trines the MC, suggesting immediate success for Russia (this didn’t 
happen). The IC is in Q ruled by ©; 2's wide applying inferior conjunc- 
tion with the © might be taken to indicate an ultimate German victory, 
but it is counterbalanced by 4's sextile to the IC. Perhaps this is the in- 
dication of ultimate Russian victory. Chart 5, for the surrender of the 
German army at Stalingrad, has affinities with Chart 4, such as the © in 
the surrender chart on the MC of chart 4; MC of the surrender chart on 
Chart 4°s %; and perhaps most significantly in terms of duration of the 
conflict, 4 in the surrender chart has arrived at the $ ¢ 9 in Chart 4. 
However to have predicted this outcome in advance would have required 
considerable astrological genius. Chart 4 rates in the so-so category in 
terms of predictive effectiveness. 


rE ett bk eae 
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Boer War, chart 6: 

Notable Nativities (from which this data is taken) calls this chart “A very 
instructive figure.” However, I’m rather perplexed by it. The Boers are 
shown by & (ruler of the Ascendant) in its ruling sign of TIL, just past 
conjunction with \ (the hour ruler); and the English are shown by g 
(ruler of the Descendant) in its ruling sign of =, ¢ © and &. In other 
words, both sides are pretty strong and self-assured. ? is more angular 
than o’, which is an indicator of an English victory, although the fact that 
it is combust makes this a doubtful testimony. That o” is superior and ? 
inferior would seem to be a favorable augury for the Boers. Using 
Lilly’s rules, the ) is a secondary significator for the Boers, as is ‘, from 
whose opposition it is separating. The ) next applies to * 4, which is a 
testimony to English success. 


Chart 6: Start of Boer War 
5:00 PM EET, 11" October 1899: 30S, 30E 


Since the ) lies near the MC (albeit in its detriment) and applies to 
sextile with the o’ ¢ 4; moreover the MC ruler » is with the Q, one might 
expect a strong immediate victory for the Boers (which is what hap- 
pened). That 2 sextiles » isn’t material since this aspect is past. 

The IC (ultimate victory) is ruled by the ) (IC ruler), in its detriment, 
4° from * o, which suggests (to me anyway) an ultimate Boer victory in 
four months or years. In fact the overt war lasted for nine months and 
then went into a guerrilla phase until the Boers were forced to surrender 
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on May 31, 1902. on this latter date opposed in Chart 6, and K con- 
joined Chart 6’s 5. Otherwise there’s nothing noteworthy between the 
two charts. I don’t understand why this chart is “very instructive.” | 
wish astrologers wouldn’t say things like this and expect the rest of us to 
understand what they have in mind. 


Russo-Japanese War, chart 7: 

This attack occurred during a combust hour (six hours after last quarter 
moon), which supposedly indicates that the attacker will be destroyed or 
suffer badly. 


Chart 7: Start of Russo-Japanese War 
11:50 AM (-8:05), 8" February 1904; 38N48, 121E16 


The Japanese are shown by o%, ruler of the Ml Ascendant as well as the 
hour ruler, applying widely to conjunction with its dispositor 4. Taking 
the ascending ) as a secondary significator of the Japanese reaffirms the 
good indications: the ) in Tl translates the light of its dispositor o” to 4 
(although the sextile to § intervenes), which shows success and material 
gain (since ¥ rules the 2 house). In fact, the Japanese had resounding 
military and naval successes against the Russians over the winter and 
spring of 1905, which triggered a revolution in Russia (note the ® near 
the MC which also favors immediate victory for Japan). 

The Russians are shown by the Descendant ruler 2, which applies to a 
4'A° sextile to o and is in mutual reception with it by exaltation. That & 
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is superior and @ inferior gives an advantage to Japan over Russia. Per 
Lilly’s rules, the )’s separation from 4 of (Japan) and application to * 3 
(a secondary significator of Russia since it’s the planet to which the ) 
applies) favors Russia, but also indicates possible peace overtures. Also 
the MC/IC axis is the 9/o" midpoint. All this suggests a rapprochement, 
which is indeed what occurred. It is difficult to interpret the meaning of 
the powerful © ¢ % conjunction on the IC, except that the final settle- 
ment of the war was brokered by Teddy Roosevelt in Portsmouth N.H. 
(on September 5, 1905 at 3:49 pm—which is not 4% months or years 
after February 8, 1904, as the 2 * o sextile might lead one to expect), 
which returned the situation pretty much to the status quo ante bellum, 
except the Japanese did get some territory out of the deal. This delighted 
the Russians and enraged the Japanese, and led to a smoldering Japanese 
resentment against the U.S. Nonetheless this chart seems to work pretty 
well in indicating clear-cut Japanese victory but a murky outcome. 


Pearl Harbor, chart 8: 
This attack was also launched during a combust hour (3 days and 24 
hours after full moon), which bodes ill for the attacker. 


Chart 8: Pearl Harbor 
7:58 AM HST, 7" December 1941; 21N21, 157W56 
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Chart 9: 
Hiroshima 
8:15 AM JST 
6" August 
1945; 
34N24, 
132E27 


Chart 10: 
Japanese 
surrender 
10:30 AM JST 
2™ September 
1945; 
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Japan’s significator is % (ruler of the Ascendant). % is in mutual re- 
ception with @, the hour ruler, which is a good omen; but it is retrograde, 
and while its conjunction with ¥ indicates the surprise element (the ) 
separates from * XK also), this doesn’t seem otherwise helpful. That Q is 
in the first house, and that it rules the MC, show an immediate outcome 
favorable to Japan. 

The U.S. significator is the }, which is strong in @ and is in its own 
house (the 7"") and applies to the sextile of #. The ) is the most angular, 
best dignified and aspected of the principal significators, so according to 
Lilly’s rules the U.S. will emerge victorious. But since the ) is inferior 
to 4, by the Bonincontrius-Bonatus rule Japan should have beaten the 
US. 

The final outcome is shown by o% in its own sign T on the IC, which 
is certainly definitive, but since it is not in aspect to either principal sig- 
nificator, it’s not clear precisely what it is definitive of. Reading from 
the point of view of the attacker, this would imply ultimate Japanese vic- 
tory. o is a degree away from the IC suggesting the war would end in 
one year (it didn’t). Note that in Chart 9 (Hiroshima), the Ascendant is 
half a degree from the Q in Chart 8, and the culminating \K is 2° of arc 
from Chart 8’s 4. At Japan’s surrender (Chart 10) 9 is a degree and a 
half past Pearl Harbor’s 2 but otherwise there is not much connection 
between the two charts. The Pearl Harbor chart works pretty well per 
Lilly’s rules. 


Korean War, chart 11: 

The North Koreans are shown by the rising ¥ in its own sign, applying 
to B by sextile, which are good indications; and secondarily by the ), 
which is void of course (not good) and P (the planet from which the ) 
separates). The South Koreans (and its U.S. allies) are shown by 4, the 
hour ruler, also in its own sign, applying to 4 © (the IC ruler, which 
shows ultimate victory); this theme is echoed by the )’s application to A 
©, and the fact that ¥ is superior and § inferior. 

The MC is ruled by %, which separates from 0 § (its dispositor) and 
applies to &° 4, which is a positive omen for North Korean victory in the 
short run. On the other hand, 4 occupying the 10" is a testimony for 
U.S. victory in the short run. But the ©’s (IC ruler) application to 4 4 
and disposition by exaltation by 4 point to ultimate South Korean/U.S. 
success. 

In fact, after initial North Korean success, the U.S. landing at Inchon 
(September 15, 1950) rapidly pushed the North Koreans back to their 
border; a combined North Korean-Chinese counterattack on November 
26 drove the South Koreans and Americans back; and after months of 
see-saw conflict the battle stabilized at the original border between North 
and South Korea. Armistice—again a status quo ante bellum solution— 
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Chart 11: Start of the Korean War 
4:00 PM JST, 25" June 1950; 37N59, 126E46 


finally came on July 27, 1953. Since both principal significators are 
strong and angular, the loggerheads this war came to are fairly well indi- 
cated by this chart. 


Chart 12: American I War: 

The South is signified by the Ascendant and its ruler, 4, which also 
rules the MC (indicating an immediate outcome favorable to the South, 
which is what occurred). @ and © in the first house in martial signs also 
point to southern victory since @ applies to 4 4. 

The Descendant and its ruler, $, which here lies very close to the As- 
cendant and is disposed of by 4, signify the North. Surely common 
sense, as well as Lilly’s rule that “/ord of the seventh in the ascendant, 
betokens victory to the querent” would indicate a Southern victory. 
However, Watters, commenting upon this chart, argues (to my mind 
rather unconvincingly): “When your enemy occupies your own territory, 
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you can be sure of grievous troubles and perhaps ultimate defeat.” Pos- 
sibly the symbolism here is that the proximate cause of the outbreak of 
war was to remove Northern military installations from Southern terri- 
tory. \ is superior and ¥ inferior, so this gives advantage to the South. 
However, % disposes of o’, the hour ruler, and it rules the IC; moreover it 
is rising whereas 4 is cadent, which seem to indicate ultimate victory to 
the North. Also, ifthe ) is a secondary significator of the South, then 


Chart 12: Start of American Civil War 
4:30 AM LMT, 12" April 1861; Fort Sumter, SC: 32N42, 79W53 


her applying square to 4 and subsequent sextile to indicate eventual 
Southern defeat (common sense implies taking $ and \ in their primary 
signification as horizon rulers rather than in their secondary signification 
as the planets the ) separates from or applies to, which would reverse the 
symbolism). The picture here is a bit confused, but one can see immedi- 
ate Southern victory followed by eventual defeat in the drift of indica- 
tions, even if the war’s duration is veiled. However, the fact that she 
Lord of the seventh in the Ascendant betokens victory to the Querent 
didn’t work in the two charts where it was clear-cut (this one and the 
German invasion of Russia), is a bit bothersome. Chart 13 for the South- 
erm surrender at Appomattox has little familiarity with the Fort Sumter 
chart, except the two suns are 2!4° apart. 
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Chart 13: End of American Civil War 
3:45 PM LMT, 9" April 1865; Appomattox, VA: 37N21, 78WS0 


What have we learned here? That the horary rules worked more or 
less well in Charts 7, 8, 11, and 12, but rather less descriptively for the 
others. I welcome comment and debate, and further examples of war 
charts. 


Of going to War, or beginning of Differences & 
Duels, Quarrels, Lawsuits, Controversies 
& the like.” 


WILLIAM RAMESEY 


EARN THOU THIS, that the Ascendant, and its Lord, and the 
planets or planets therein, or in conjunction or configuration 
with the Lord thereof, or in aspect with it, are to signify him or 
them that begin the quarrel or controversy. The 7", the Lord 


$ Extract from the author's Astrology Restored. It was originally published in 
London in 1653. Available from Ballantrae Reprints, PO Box 92541, 160 Main 
Street South, Brampton, ON L6W 4R1, Canada. ballantrae@globalserve.net 
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thereof, and planet or planets therein, and in aspect therewith, or with the 
Lord thereof, or conjunction with him, signify the other or contrary party. 

Having thus a true knowledge of your significators, you may easily 
frame your business to the best. If you would have the party or parties 
signified by the Ascendant to overcome or to have the better, it is good to 
place the Ascendant in one of the signs of the superior planets, viz. 4, 4 
or o*; but note that in this matter o is to be preferred before the rest, and 
of this sign some of the sages have said TIL, because it is a fixed sign. 1 
conceive it being a sign of deceit it may help by policy or flight to 
overmatch the contrary party, and therefore to be preferred to T, who 
though it be a sign fiery, yet it is movable and unstable. However, be 
sure, if possible, at the time of the first onset or beginning of the quarrel, 
you make the Ascendant Lord dispose the Lord of the 7", or otherwise be 
more essentially fortified and dignified, and also elevated above him in 
the figure at that time; for by how much the more your significator be 
strong and well dignified, by so much the more shall he be able to deal 
with or overcome his enemy. Understand the same by the Lord of the 
seventh, if you would have the party or parties thereby signified, to have 
the better. Moreover, note that in single duels, open wars between 
armies, domestic or foreign, or lawsuits, or any other controversy, the 
same rules will serve, having regard to the true significators. 

These rules might sufficiently serve for any business of this nature, 
but since the ancients have hereon been somewhat large, I hold it not fit 
for me to bury their sayings in silence. They may very well serve to 
confirm your judgment, and enable you to order it according to the most 
rational rules, which you may, according to discretion, pick out thereof. 

Let then the Lord of the Ascendant (if that party you would have 
victorious, if it be your significator, and so contrariwise the Lord of the 
seventh, if he be your significator) behold the Ascendant, being in his 
own sign, with a sextile or trine, and also o’, if he be not Lord thereof, or 
be in benevolent configuration with the Lord thereof, or place the Lord 
of the Ascendant, 11" or 10" (but know the 10" is better than the 11") 
well dignified, both essentially and accidentally. 

However, have a special care he is not in the abject part of heaven, 
viz. the 4", or in the 7”, because then he is disposed of by his enemy, or 
as it were entrapped or environed by him. Neither let him be in the 8", or 
in combustion, or retrograde, nor cadent, or any otherwise debilitated; 
neither in reception or aspect to any planet thus afflicted, etc. 

Contrariwise, place the Lord of the 7" (if you would have those 
signified by it worsted) in the Ascendant or 2™, and applying to the Lord 
of the Ascendant by sextile or trine, or if not so by any other aspect, for 
that betokens a desire or inclination to agreement. 

Whatever you do, see that you fortify o’, and let him, if possible, be 
Lord of the party you would have victorious (as has been said) and 
essentially well dignified and well placed in the heavens, and also free 
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from all manner of impediment, applying by sextile or trine to the 
significator or his sign, the Ascendant and its Lord, if they are the chief 
significators; the contrary, if the 7 and the Lord thereof are the 
significators, etc. 

You must further know that the 2™ house has signification in duels, of 
the party’s second, which is signified by the Ascendant; in open wars, of 
the militia, monies, and all other assistants and friends; in lawsuits, the 
helpers for the defense. The 8" house also contrariwise of the assistants 
or aid of the enemies or prosecutors, being the 2" from the 7", 

Fortify therefore the 2" house and its Lord, as you have heard of the 
Lord of the Ascendant, and let him accordingly (to your utmost ability) 
be free from all manner of impediment; for this will make strong your 
aid and assistance in all respects for the better managing of your 
business. Remember to fortify the Lord of the 2"! and the 2™ house itself 
by essential dignities and aspects of the benefics, as you heard of the 
Lord of the Ascendant and the Ascendant itself, and you cannot err. 
Consider the reasons for this and you will soon be able to perform your 
work with great facility; otherwise it is impossible ever to instruct you in 
this work, as I have often said. 

It is also requisite that you have respect to the ), and its dispositor, 
and you fortify them also, as much as possibly may be. Also §. Let them 
apply to that party’s significators you desire to be victorious. 

In single duels or lawsuits or controversies between man and man, 
you would do well to have regard to their birth horoscopes, being the 
most sure ground of your work, if they can be procured. See who has & 
essentially fortified in his radix, and he shall assuredly be the victor in 
the quarrel, controversy or lawsuit. It is common that he who is born at 
night will overcome. 

I hold that o in lawsuits is not as important as the Lords of the 
Ascendants. For to that which is most dignified, I give victory without 
any regard to o at all. Only in duels and wars should o” be considered. 

Yet, note that if the war is between two kings, their nativities are to be 
procured and regarded (as say some of the ancients), but I hold more 
proper to have the time of the start of their monarchies. Consequently, if 
the war is between a king and a state, to use the beginning of his 
monarchy and the time of the beginning of the state, and from these birth 
charts collect your judgment. 

The Part of War ought to be set and then you must have a special 
regard to the placing thereof for advantage of that party you desire 
should be victorious. As you have been warned of the 7", 4" and 8" 
houses in placing the Lord of the Ascendant, so understand for placing 
the Part of War. In addition, the Part of Victory should after the same 
manner be regarded and disposed. 

Know that the ) in & in any aspect or configuration of 4 or & is not 
good, but very obnoxious to the beginner of the quarrel, war, lawsuit or 
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controversy. 

If the ) is in I or &, let her be in trine to o’, otherwise she is but 
indifferently placed for the beginner’s advantage. However, if she is 
beheld of the fortunes there needs no fear. 

Begin no quarrel or controversy, neither invade thy enemy, when the 
) is in I or 6. Only when the ) is assisted and aspected by the fortunes, 
and free from the impediments and afflictions of the malefics, may you 
invade or begin any quarrel or controversy with the assurance of victory 
and success. According to the opinion of the sages, this configuration 
causes assistance and strength to the beginner, and debility and mischief 
to the other. 

Many authors have observed to elect the time of beginning a war, or 
invading any place, nation or kingdom, in the day and hour of 4, 9 or the 
©, and to make the Ascendant free from the impediments and afflictions 
of the malefics, and in one of the signs of right ascensions (@ to )—the 
obliques (@ to II) they wholly reject in this matter. However, if you 
seriously weigh the earlier rules, you will see that these considerations 
are of little or no importance. 

Know that the ® ought to be in the confines or houses appertaining to 
the one you would have victorious, if the beginner let it be in the 
Ascendant, 10", 2™ or 11"; if the other, in the 7", 4", 8" or 5", 
Understand the same in lawsuits; the Ascendant stands for the plaintiff 
and the 7" for the defendant. In any of these businesses the ® should be 
free from impediment, especially of the Lords of the 7", 8", 4" or 5"; but 
if possible assisted by the fortunes. 

Observe the same rules in placing the Lord of the ®; for the sages 
have said that the party in whose confines it is well dignified and located 
will assuredly be victorious and have the 
day. 

Cardinal signs on the Ascendant at the 
time of the beginning of any controversy 
are to be shunned, especially T, = and S, 
and of these & is the worst, for it is a 
watery sign and the sign of the ) which is 
the lowest planet; and the 7" must then be 
®, which is the sign of », the highest and 
most superior of the planets. Therefore 6 
is the one to be chosen of the cardinal 
signs. Yet, because of their instability and 
wavering inclination, in my opinion they 
are best laid aside in works of this nature. 
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Soccer’s World Cup Final 
KEN GILLMAN 
e of 


THER than the Olympic Games, soccer’s World Cup is the 
most watched sporting event of all. 203 nations were involved 
in 2002, of these just 32 made it through the preliminary rounds 
and qualified to play in Japan and South Korea, the two coun- 
tries that jointly hosted this year’s world soccer cup. After 
three weeks of exciting competition, the final game was held in Yoko- 
hama, Japan, between Brazil and Germany, sides that had each won the 
cup three times before. This is the chart for the start of this final game: 
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Start of the 2002 soccer World Cup Final 
8:02 PM JST 30" June 2002 
Yokohama, Japan: 35N27, 139E39 


In any competition between two sides, whether this is a war, a legal 
battle in a courtroom, a chess game, a duel, boxing match or any other 
sporting event, the astrological approach is the same. We determine the 
winner by erecting a chart for the commencement of the contest, and 
then compare the strength of the Ascendant and its associated planets 
against that of the Descendant and its allied planets; it is East versus West. 
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The challenger or invader is always signified by the Ascendant; his or 
her opponent, the defendant, by the Descendant. In war, the Ascendant 
signifies the aggressor or invader; in courtroom battles, it identifies the 
persecutor, without whose action the defendant would have no case to 
answer and there would be no trial; in chess, it depicts the player who 
controls the white side of the board, the one who makes the first move. 
Without a challenger there would be no contest, one is needed to throw 
down the gauntlet and get things moving. The astrological approach is 
the same in any competition, only the playing field changes. 

For the 2002 World Cup it was not immediately obvious which coun- 
try’s team was the challenger, to be signified by the Ascendant. Which 
country was the champion, the challenger wanted to overthrow? 

The holder of the previous World Cup, the existing champion, France, 
is not involved here. They were surprisingly eliminated in an earlier 
round, 

However, a champion is not necessarily the one who currently holds 
the title, it can also be the one acknowledged as the people’s favorite. 
Here, this clearly points to Brazil, most people’s choice to win, the odds- 
on favorite before the game. Accordingly, the 7th house, the Descen- 
dant, signifies Brazil as favorite. Germany, therefore, is the challenger, 
signified by the Ascendant. 

Brazil looks much the stronger. 

In any contest one hopes to find a o’- 4 connection, it clearly indicates 
victory, and here 4 and o” are conjunct, close to the Descendant. Addi- 
tionally, there is strong mutual reception between 4 and the Descendant 
ruler, the ), with the ®, is in the Descendant’s 10" house, in & the sign 
ruled by the 7" house 2. 

By contrast, , ruler of the Ascendant, is peregrine, without any es- 
sential dignities, and weak by house, close to the 6" cusp and thus about 
to become further weakened as the earth’s rotation brings it to oppose its 
own house of joy. 

As expected from this chart, Brazil won the World Cup, defeating 
Germany by a score of two goals to nil. 

Were that all, | would not have bothered to write this piece. It is all 
so obvious to anyone who possesses an elementary grasp of this type of 
astrology. What piqued my interest and prompted this note is the follow- 
ing: 
Following the kick-off at 8:02 PM, there were four key moments in 
the game: 


At 8:46 PM, a shot by a German player hit the cross bar. 

e Four minutes later, at 8:50 PM, another shot at goal by Germany 
rebounded off the goal post. 

© At 9:24 PM, Brazil scored. 

e  At9:36 PM, Brazil again scored. 
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Each of these four times coincided with a major astrological event. 


° The first of these is the least obvious. At 8:46:00, there is an exact 
mundane parallel between the )’s transiting Q and the transiting @ 
(calculated for a nocturnal event), both having the same altitude of 
—28:25. One normally ignores parallels in altitude, especially a par- 
allel between two imaginary points, but this occurs precisely at 8:46 
PM, the very same moment that a German player hits the cross bar 
and fails in his attempt to score a goal. Both the Q and ® point to 
the ), ruler of the sign on the Descendant and signifying Brazil, and 
suggest that whatever occurs at this time will not favor Germany— 
and it did not. 


© At 8:51:18, the carth’s rotation brings transiting ¥ to the Ascendant. 
It altitude is then 0:00. ¥ crossing any angle usually indicates fail- 
ure in the material world.. By crossing the Ascendant, it is associ- 
ated with the German shot that rebounds off the Brazil goal post 
and fails to go into the net. 


© At 9:23:10, the earth’s rotation brings transiting 2 to the Descen- 
dant, with 0:00 altitude. Within a minute, Brazil score their first 
goal of the match, Tradition suggests that a 2 event should coincide 
with a positive outcome, especially (as here) when it is an appropri- 
ate significator (located in the 7", it is one of the planetary signifi- 
cators of the favorite, Brazil), and this occurs. 


© At 9:36:10, there is an exact mundane parallel in altitude of 2 and 
XX, both having an altitude of -2:26. 9:36 is when Brazil score a 
second goal, to ensure victory. Rheinhold Ebertin tells us that a 2- 
X contact is associated with the “arousing of rhythm.” Here, it 
stimulates the many Brazilian drummers present to feverishly build 
up to and attain a thunderous and continuing accompanying beat for 
the dancing, chanting Brazilian supporters in their canary-colored 
shirts, 


The two earlier aspects, both of which coincided with failed attempts by 
Germany to score a goal, are associated with the eastern side of the chart, thus 
with the challenger. The second of these, the timing of ¥ to the Ascendant is 
1:18 off, the most distant in time of the four, but it is sufficiently close in orb. 

The two later transits, both of which coincided with a goal being scored, are 
associated with the western side of the chart, both involving 9, located in the 7" 
house. 

Traditional analysis of the chart erected for the start of this match easily 
picks the winner. Major events during the match can be associated with planets, 
including the non-physical Q and ®, coming to, or sharing a common apparent 
distance (altitude) from the horizon; each of these celestial phenomena being 
brought about by the real-time rotation of the earth during the progress of this 


sporting event. 
This article was stimulated by remarks made by Rab Wilkie on weww.urania.net 
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A New Theory 
of Complementary Pairs 
in Astrology 


VIJAYKUMAR RAJENDRAN Pn.o. 


In the past, many without much conviction have reported on astrology 
and its connections to physiognomy. In this paper, the author intro- 
duces a new theory of complementary pairs to give new meanings to 
the zodiac signs, and also to explain their relationship to physiog- 
nomy, for the very first time in the history of astrology. 


ntroduction 

In astrology, the word Zodiac is derived from the Greek words, 
zodiakos kyklos, which means “circle of animals”. We see that 
the zodiac signs are cither represented by animal figures or by 
mythological figures, and also by an object in the case of Li- 
bra. In questioning the meanings of the zodiac signs, or speculating on 
their choices, does not lead us anywhere near to complete conclusions, 
since they have been conventionally adapted and accepted, perhaps from 
the time astrology was born. My quest for finding the answers began, 
when I started to study zodiac signs in astrology, and their connection to 
physiognomy of its natives. My initial impression was that, either the 
age-old science of astrology has been passed on to us incomplete for six 
millenniums, or we have lost some of its foundations down the road. 
Looking deep into the meanings of the zodiac signs and physiognomy of 
their natives, [ stumbled upon a new theory of complementary pairs in 
astrology. While observing the physiognomy of the zodiac sun signs, as a 
part of my hobby to recognize sun signs of people, | came to find that 
there were many features common between only certain pair of zodiac 
signs. For example, Aries and Scorpio were stamped with a common fea- 
ture of penetrating eyes, Taurus and Libra with a fleshy upper and lower 
lips, Gemini and Capricorn stamped with an ageless appearance, and so 
on. The explanations for this observation can only be given by a new 
theory of complementary pairs in astrology, which we will see in the fol- 
lowing sections in more detail. Illustrations will given in support, as ac- 
tual physical proofs to verify and validate the theory. All further discus- 
sions in this paper will be based on this new theory of complementary 
pairs. 
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heory of complementary pairs 

In nature, we see that almost every male has a complementary 

female counterpart, except of course for the hermaphrodite, 

earthworms. Now, if we extrapolate the same concept to as- 

trology, the complementary pair theory can be summarized as 
in the following table. 


Male-Female/Positive-Negative 
Zodiacal signs | Animals 
Aries — Scorpio Ram - Sheep 
Libra — Taurus Bull - Cow 
Gemini — Capricorn Male - Female antelope 
Sagittarius — Cancer Horse — Mare 
Leo — Pisces Lion - Lioness 
Aquarius — Virgo Male - Female Ape 


As we can see from the table, there are only six pairs of animals rep- 
resenting the zodiac signs, with six male and six female counterparts, and 
thus in compliance with the true meaning of the word zodiac. Also, all 
fire signs have a complementary water sign, and all the air signs have a 
complementary earth sign, respectively. As we go around the zodiac cir- 
cle, we see that the animals are arranged in an ordered sequence, from 
Aries to Virgo, depicting the evolutionary ladder of the recent land 
mammals. After Virgo, the sequence is slightly reversed, but in a regular 
pattern, in order to satisfy most of the chart factors, such as the mainte- 
nance of the sequence of elements (Fire-Earth-Air-Water), trine of the 
elements at 120°, maintenance of the characteristic sequence (Cardinal- 
Fixed-Mutable), and so on. 

As per my speculations, the constellation of stars in each of the zodiac 
signs, or their energy field, are kind of coded messages analogous to a 
DNA molecule in the cell, and thus responsible for the design of the re- 
spective animals on earth, which is very early to conclude at this mo- 
ment. As the human embryo is developing in the womb, it is under con- 
stant influence by the corresponding energy fields of the zodiac signs, 
depending on the placement of the planets. Exactly at the time of birth at 
a given location, the child is stamped with the corresponding physical, 
mental and emotional characteristics depending on the placement of 
planets in each of the zodiac signs. Thus, man is not only connected with 
his predecessors genetically in the evolutionary path, but also is stamped 
with the characteristics of the above six animals representing the zodiac, 
through his natal chart. From my experience, only the inner six planets in 
our solar system are responsible for the design of our astro-personality, 
while the outer planets decide our life path and our future generations in 
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the long run. Moreover, from my observations the physiognomy of an 
individual is an overlapping of the Sun sign, the Ascendant sign (Earth 
sign), Moon sign, Mercury sign, Mars sign and Venus sign, respectively. 
Though, the most obviously seen physical traits are only the Sun sign, 
the Ascendant and the Moon sign, simply for the reasons that these three 
are the most close celestial bodies, which have the strongest influence on 
anything on Earth. | would like to call Ascendant as Earth sign, just as a 
convenient name, since it depends on the Earth factors like the latitude, 
longitude and the earthly time at which a particular event is happening. 

Having discussed the theory of complementary pairs, we will now 
analyze the physiognomy of each individual zodiac sign, represented by 
each of the animals in the series, which I call the “Astromasks”. 


7 - Th We start from the lowest step in the zodiac ladder, the Aries- 
Scorpio pair, represented by Ram in the fire element, and Sheep in the 
water element. Like the Ram and Sheep, Aries and Scorpio are very 
small built, relatively a hairy body and a gruff voice. The female mem- 
bers of the Aries-Scorpio pair are stamped with big breasts, not in pro- 
portion to the size of the whole body, just like the sheep. Both Aries and 
Scorpio are prone to selfish, impulsive, rash behaviors, and both seek and 
enjoy revenge. 


The eyes are piercing with hypnotic intensity and bore deeply into 
you, as if they’re penetrating your very soul. There is a pair of promi- 
nent bone structure hanging over on either side of the eyebrows, as 
shown in the figure. The eyebrows are stubby and meet over the nose 
forming a bridge. The nose is big and very prominent in the face next to 
the eyes, with a typical hook shaped, and a typical split ending as seen in 
the figures. The ears are flabby and small. The mouth is small with the 
upper lips exposing the front teeth and gum, even when the mouth is 


closed, as in the ram. 
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O- = The next step in the ladder is the Taurus-Libra pair, repre- 
sented by Cow in the earth element and the Bull in the air element. Like 
the Bull and the Cow, Libra and Taurus are strong and hefty built, almost 
a hairless body and a soft, sexy voice. The female members of the Tau- 
rus-Libra pair are also stamped with big breasts, like the Cow, but in 
proportion to the whole body. Both men and women have well-balanced 
figures. The men are generally handsome and the women very beautiful 
with a well-proportioned body. Both Taurus and Libra are artistic, sen- 
sual, diplomatic, stubborn, with a general aesthetic sense, and prone to a 
lavish, luxurious life-style. 


Both Taurus and Libra are artistic, aesthetic, pleasure seeking, some- 
times lazy and procrastinating, which could lead to over-weight prob- 
lems. In Taurus and Libra, the eyes are big, clear and very beautiful, as 
in the bull. The prominent pair of bone structure is now placed right 
above the eyes right at the eyebrows. The nose is less prominent, but 
ends with a typical heart-shaped structure similar to the bull. Other de- 
tails can be seen in the figure. The ears are normally small, with a typi- 
cal curved structure as shown in the figure and placed very close to the 
head, The mouth is big with strong teeth exposing the gums and with 
fleshy upper and lower lips. The general bone structure of the face is 
strong and sturdy with pronounced cheek. The contour of the face is as 
shown in the figure, with a high forehead, and usually with a lock of hair 
hanging over a high forehead as in the bull. There is a typical dimple at 
the lower chin, as seen in the above figures. 
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Ul -~ io Further up the ladder, we see the Gemini-Capricorn pair, rep- 
resented by the male Antelope in the air element and female Antelope in 
the earth element. They are strong, lanky built, with good bone structure, 
a moderately hairy body and quite a gruff voice. Like the antelopes, 
Gemini and Capricorn are stamped with a classical disappearance act and 
a blend of deceit. The deceptive nature of the Gemini is not expressed 
openly in Capricorn people; it is very subtle and can pop up occasionally 
with a clever excuse. Both are very clever in getting what they want at 
the expense of others. They are very intelligent, verbal, versatile, dex- 
terous, goal-oriented and cunning in their personal traits. Both are able 
to manage more than one task at a time. 


In Gemini and Capricorn, the eyes are beautiful, crystal-clear hazels 
that dart here and there with a twinkle, and almost pop out. The face 
gives a young look even at middle age, which is similar to the ageless 
look on the antelopes. The pair of prominent bone structure seen in the 
ram and bull now is moved further, closer to the nose, hanging in the 
inner side of the eyebrows. The eyebrows meet in the middle, forming a 
bridge over the nose. The nose is long with a hump in the middle. Both 
the lower and upper lips are fleshy. The ears form a web structure at bot- 
tom and are pronounced on the top. The teeth are beautiful, uniformly 
arranged and are not so prominent in the mouth as in the antelopes. 
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§5- # The Cancer-Sagittarius pair, represented by the mare in the 
water element and horse in the fire element, occupies fourth step in the 
ladder. They are the tallest, sturdy built among all the zodiac signs, with 
a large skull and strong bone structure, a moderately hairy body, and a 
shrill tone of voice. The men usually become bold with age. Female 
members of both Cancer and Sagittarius are stamped with very small 
breasts, not in proportion to the size of the body, just like the horse. 
Cancer and Sagittarius adore dangerous sports, the Cancer people in the 
water and the Sagittarians in racing and fire sports. Both posses a typical 
loud horselaugh that runs up and down the scales with a deep, throaty 
undertone. Both will be the center of attention, funny and quite noisy 
people in a party. 


In Cancer and Sagittarius, the ey: e deeply set with an overhanging 
brow. The skull is fairly large with a pronounced lower jaw and high 
cheekbones. The pair of prominent bone structure is now placed right 
above the eyebrows on either side resulting in the deeply set appearance 
of the eyes. The eyes are the most widely set in the face compared to the 
other zodiac masks similar to the horse. The ears are placed facing the 
front at the bottom, with a prominent protruding ear-lobe piece at the 
bottom, as shown in the figure. The mouth is wide open showing the 
prominent big teeth and gum, which are placed slanting outwards as in 
the horse. The tongue is usually small in relation to the size of the 
mouth, rounded and placed inside the mouth similar to the horse. The 
nose is overhanging and very prominent in the face. The lower jaw 
moves in similar trend as in the horse with a prominent slant. Just below 
the lower lip, there is a pair of bulged features similar to that in the horse. 
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Q2 = Pat Up next, in the ladder is the Leo-Pisces pair represented by 
the carnivorous beast Lion in the fire element and the Lioness in the wa- 
ter element. Leo and Pisces are lanky built, with a curved in stomach, 
and rough voice almost coming from the nose. Both sexes have a mod- 
erately hairy body. Female members of both Leo and Pisces are stamped 
with the smallest breasts compared to any other zodiac signs. Leo and 
Pisces are loners at soul, with a sympathetic heart, and violent behaviors 
from time to time; the Lion can be aggressive, the Piscean nagging and 
sarcastic. Both are attracted to the arts, theater, and music, and wherever 
there is a need for expression of the self. They both are very much sports 
oriented and love to teach, thus end up as educators. 


In Leo and Pisces, the eyes are small and placed slightly slanting in 
the inner side near the nose. The forehead shows wrinkled creasing 
lines. The pair of prominent bone structure is now placed in the middle 
of the forehead, visible as in the case of lion and in the other cats. The 
eyebrows are stubby at the end. The hump on the nose is placed right at 
the top of the nose very close to the forehead. The mouth is noticeably 
slanting, exposing the lower jaw teeth, with a prominent canine teeth, 
and with a fleshy lower lip as in the lion. The upper part of the mouth is 
prominent and extended as in the lion. The lower lip is fleshier than the 
upper lip. The teeth from both jaws are irregular and locked when speak- 
ing. The ears are protruding upwards as in all the cats. The space be- 
tween the nose and mouth is little stretched and shows a movement simi- 
lar to the cats. There are prominent dimples on either side of the cheeks. 
The lower chin is little protruding and split by a groove. There are three 
prominent ridges just below the lower lip. 
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W — RX The final step in the ladder is the Virgo-Aquarius pair repre- 
sented by the female Ape in the earth element and male Ape in the air 
element. Both Virgo and Aquarius are quite strongly built, with a well- 
shaped skull, a more hairy body and a normal tone of voice. The legs 
look shorter than their hands in the general body proportion and there is a 
typical waddle or limp in their walking posture. Both Virgo and Aquar- 
ius are humanitarians with service-oriented minds, prone to worry and 
becoming restless. Both can appear like an absent-minded professor 
with serious thoughts in their minds, talking unnecessarily and com- 
pletely forgetting their main purpose. They are very curious learners and 
are born geniuses. Their verbal dexterity makes them excellent political 
speakers, leaders who will fight for the causes of the masses. 


In Virgo and Aquarius, the eyes are very beautiful, clear, with a 
vague, dreamy, wandering expression and sparkle with intelligence. The 
eyes are placed the closest to each other compared to other zodiac masks. 


In general, the face gives an impression that there’s a serious problem in 
the mind they are struggling to solve, or a vague feeling that they are se- 
cretly worried about something. The nose is very prominent in the face 
with a dip at the top similar to the ape. The ears are typically small at the 
bottom and wide at the top and placed close to the head. The pair of 
prominent bone structure is now very small, placed just above the nose 
and almost not visible. The lower lip is typically protruding and hanging 
out very similar to in the ape. The upper-jaw teeth are placed pressing the 
lower lips. The teeth are irregular and very prominent in the mouth. The 
nose is overhanging with a split end. 
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As mentioned above, the physiognomy of an individual is an overlap- 
ping of the Sun sign, the Ascendant and the Moon sign, which are the 
most obviously seen physical traits in a face. When we leave the 
mother’s womb and take the first breath on earth, the astromasks are 
stamped on us corresponding to the position of the planets at the time of 
birth. 

Based on this new theory of complementary pairs, we see that there is 
a coded message in the patterns formed by the stars around the zodiac, 
and to put it in a physicist way of expression, the net energy is zero, 
since there are six pairs of complementary zodiac signs or energy fields. 
My speculations based on this theory are that the blue prints of the star 
patterns above us contain the design codes for all the animals on earth, 
and all the events that occur on earth follow a pre-planned sequence, dic- 
tated by the stars above us. My speculations tempt me to conclude fur- 
ther that, even the evolution of animals is a recorded message happening 
in a sequence in a large span of time-sale. Stretching the theory even fur- 
ther, I would say that the whole universe is a living entity, though in a 
different dimension of time-scale. 
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Solstice Points & the Palomar Hotel Fire 


JIM HAYNES 


‘sage IDNIGHT shrouded the Palomar Hotel on 16" August 2001 

WA with an ominous silence. Gone were the sounds of raised 
voices, blaring televisions, and even the clacking police heli- 
copters sweeping over the hotel in Hollywood, California. 
Visible light to the four-story building came from the flickering street- 
lights and the headlights of cars whizzing by on the freeway. Even the 
wind had subsided. But it was the quiet that hung over the hotel; it was 
almost too quiet. 

All that changed at 3:31 AM when a deafening explosion split the si- 
lence. At the same time, a blazing fire spread throughout the hotel’s four 
floors. Screaming heads bobbed out of opened windows, running feet, 
heat from the crackling fire, the smell of heavy smoke pouring out the 
windows made it difficult to breathe. The wail of nearby fire trucks and 
black and whites stopped as they reached the hotel. 

Firemen responding from Stations 26 and 33 ran into the building car- 
rying fire hoses to save people. Two strong jets of water from adjoining 
trucks arced to the roof. 35-foot ladders rose nearly vertical against the 
side of the hotel, but they were still five feet too short. A screaming 
mother, Norma Galindo, was holding a child out of a window. 

Bob McMaster, the 6°3” captain of Station 33, unhesitating made his 
way up the ladder to stand as close to the window as he could. The brick 
wall was in front of his face. He steadied himself with one hand on the 
ladder and reached up for the child, five-year-old Lupita Galindo, who 
was dangling in space as far as her mother could hold her toward the lad- 
der. The fireman grabbed a wet leg and pulled the child to him. The still 
screaming mother showed him another child. McMaster told her he 
would be back and quickly descended the ladder. He handed the child to 
Jose Cardona of Station 26, then made his way back up the ladder. At 
the top the heat from the fire was stifling, but he managed to reach an 
arm of four-year-old Miguel Galindo, then grasp him by the shirt to hold 
the child tight against his breast, like a footballer with the ball. He tried 
to calm Norma Galindo, telling her in Spanish that he come back for her, 
that she should just wait. 

When McMaster started up the ladder for the third time the building 
was fully engulfed in flames. He didn’t know how he would save the 
mother, but he told himself he would try. A fresh surge of fire and 
smoke poured out of her window and she became lost to sight in the 
smoke. He was halfway up the ladder when he heard a swish and looked 
down. The mother had either fallen or jumped to her death. Later, when 


ay 
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McMaster and Cardona realized that they had failed to save the mother, 
they wept. One other person died in the fire. 

Why did the fire happen here? Was it an accident or had it been 
caused by an arsonist? 

Investigation proved that an arsonist had poured forty gallons of gaso- 
line throughout the four floors. The explosion had been caused by a pilot 
light in a downstairs water heater. 


S READERS doubtless know a Solstice Point (also known as 
an Antiscion) is a reflection or turning back of a planet or point 
across the degrees of the Solstices, 0° & and 0° 6. Thus a 
planet 15° on one side of 0° G/4, say at 15° &, is reflected at 
15° on the other side, at 15° II. A solstice point can aspect a natal planet 
but not another solstice point. | feel that a solstice point that hits any 
natal planet or point is important. If the connection has a bearing on the 
event at hand, then you have a double whammy. 


Fire at the Palomar Hotel 

3:41 AM PDT 16" August 2001 
Hollywood, California: 34N06, 118W20 

Sidereal, Fagan-Allan ayanamsa 


Could the event be predicted by using the solstice points? I say Yes. 
In my analysis, I will make use of the positions in the event chart, and 
both their solstice points and their draconic placements. 
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Event Solstice Point Draconic 
© | 28°52 & 12°08° I | 19°59" & 
> Jj2ieis7 I gas’ & | 129217 T 
3 9°24" Q 20°35° 8 o31 O 
2 | 22°34 I fas S| iar T 
of | 25714’ Tl 4°46" == | 16°21" Tl 
4% | 12°24 I 17°36 & 33r (T 
% | seat & livigy Q geagy 
X | 28°04" BR 1°56 # | 19°107 TM 
¢ 127107 @& | 17°50° ¥ 3:17 1 
B 179477 TR | 12°13" = 8°54 
& | 28°10" Ma 150° = | 19°16" Th 
Q 8°53’ 0 219077 @ 0°00” -T 
ASC | 26°05° I 355° & | 179127 T 
MC | 12939" iyo T 3:46 
®@ | 18°27 8 11°32" Q 99347 
EP | 11°29" I 1g931 & 2936 ~T 
Vertex | 9°30’ Tl 20°30" 0°37" ‘7 


The ASCoy! at 3°55’ & reflects back to the event Ascendant, the peo- 
ple involved in the event. MCg 3°46’ %, 4g 3°31" T, Yq 3°17" Th. The 
people in the hotel (ASC, )) are victims of an intent or goal (MC) in 
which a secret enemy uses gasoline (¥). 

Mop at 1°56" % reflects back to the event \ in the 8" house of death. 
EPg 2°36" T. A firebug (Mp in 6") brings death (iM in 8") in an unex- 
pected event. 

 ¢ @ inG in the 12" house. EP,, at 18°31’ &. A telling event (EP); 
the ® is never good in the house of sorrow. Conjunct » it signifies loss 
and death. 

P at 17°47° Tl is conjunct Antares, sometimes called the meanest star 
in the heavens. ¥,, 17°50" %, 4) 17°37’ &, ASCg 17°12’ T. B with o&% 
in the 6" sign from the Ascendant points to a firebug and fire depart- 
ments. 

Q 8°51? IL, ),, 8°45° & and Bg, 8°56" VG. Another indication of a 
firebug (P) in a hotel ()) brutally scheming against society. 

Finally, the close 4 GO MC, with ¥ * MC, becomes deadly with the 
addition of P,, at 12°13’ 2, midway between ¥ and the MC. This ar- 
rangement can tell the story all by itself. 

Incidentally, the event o/K closely opposes the event Ascendant. 


' The subscript ‘sp’ stands for solstice point and ‘Q° for draconic. A planetary 
symbol without a subscript indicates that planet's Event position. 
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Crypts of Vision: 
Where the Widows Work 


DOUGLAS W. SMITH 


The work of art is the private affair of the artist. The house is not... 
The work of art is answerable to no one; the house, to everyone. The 
work of art wants to shake people out of their comfortableness. The 
house must serve comfort. The artwork is revolutionary, the house 
rvative. —Adolf Loos (1909) 


CONS: 


T THE entrance of the Nietzsche Archive a little knot of people 

is gathered. Angled to the camera, the Fihrer is bowing cere- 

moniously. Greeting him at the door is Nietzsche's sister, 

Elisabeth. Now elderly, she is wearing wire-frame glasses and 
her hair is pinned up under a full lace bonnet. 

There is another photograph from the same year, 1934. Here the 
Fiihrer is standing in profile in the library of the Archive. He is contem- 
plating the bust of Friedrich Nietzsche. Oblivious of the Fiihrer, 
Nietzsche glowers at the camera from a pedestal at the extreme right. 
Between the two figures there is a full, double-pane window. 

In the course of his several visits to the Archive the new Chancellor 
tried coaxing Frau Férster-Nietzsche into joining the Nazi Party, but she 
had refused, preferring to remain merely a conservative. Nevertheless, 
she venerated Hitler and thought that her brother would too. “Believe 
me,” she wrote, “Fritz would be enchanted by Hitler, who with incredible 
courage has taken upon himself the entire responsibility for his people.” 
By 1934 Frau Férster-Nietzsche could proudly proclaim the Archive a 
center for the philosophic presentation of Nazi ideology. 

In the autumn of 1935 Hitler paid Forster-Nietzsche a further visit, 
expressly to assure her that funds would be extended for the construction 
of a memorial auditorium and library adjoining the existing Archive. 
Here, in this complex, German youth would be taught her brother’s doc- 
trines generation after generation. At this news Elisabeth wept tears of 
joy, for at last the future of the Archive seemed secure. Ten days later 
she died during a bout with influenza. 

Hitler attended the funeral in Weimar, as did Winifred Wagner, the 
doyenne of Bayreuth, who after some chilly years had become Elisa- 
beth’s good friend. At the end of the service a solemn Hitler placed a 
large laurel wreath on the coffin. It was the 11" of November. A few 
days earlier transiting 4 had turned direct in precise trine to Elisabeth’s 
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Inner wheel Outer wheel 
Birth chart of The Loss of 
Elisabeth Férster-Nietzsche Nueva Germania 
Dawn, 10" July 1846 Noon, 1 August 1890 
Récken, Saxony San Pedro, Paraguay 


natal Q. From #, 4 was squaring her , while from Tl § trined it. Also 
in Tl, the © was trining its position in her July birth chart. All in all these 
are positive signs. They give us reason to believe that Elisabeth would 
rest content, now that she had finally succeeded in her self-imposed task 
of preserving and domesticating her brother’s thought. It was out of the 
question that this “green-eyed humbug with a blind spot for genius” 
would ever regret her role in perverting it. 

Born “at the break of dawn’ with her © in &, Elisabeth began playing 
archivist no later than the age of six, for even then she was bent on pre- 
serving everything that Fritz—two years her senior— committed to pa- 
per. Whatever he discarded she stored in her “treasure drawer”. Fritz 
often as not was inclined to destroy his writings, “and sometimes he 
would raid the drawer to retrieve a poem and burn it, but his precocity as 
a writer must have been nourished by her precocity as an archivist.” 
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From juvenile hero-worship Elisabeth’s attachment to her brother deep- 
ened into a permanent fixation, which made marriage unthinkable for 
forty years, while Fritz s own romances, few as they were, loomed as 
immeasurably threatening. 

During the first years of Fritz’s professorship at Basel, Elisabeth often 
assumed the role of his willing but unpaid domestic, cooking for him, 
mending his clothes, and nursing him through the agonizing nights of his 
chronic ill health. When Fritz was pressed for time his *‘faithful llama” 
even took over his task of indexing a scholarly journal in all its 24 vol- 
umes. His sister was cheerful and endlessly supportive; living with her, 
Nietzsche once said, was like being inside a snail’s shell. 

An ambitious woman, a climber even, Elisabeth Nietzsche had to ne- 
gotiate her way through a patriarchal culture that refused women any 
honorable status independent of their men. As the pastor’s daughter, she 
had learned to be demure and tidy; now, as the professor’s sister she at- 
tended to sundry humdrum concerns, so that he might explore the farther 
reaches of mind. Fritz could go off with the Wagners, but she had to stay 
cooped up at home. While she swept floors, poor Cinderella, he was 
consorting with the fabled grandees of German art. All this in the year 
1869, with transiting K o her ©? 

The injustice of the thing finally came to a head during the summer of 
1870. Fritz had put his sister up with a friend in a villa on Lake Lucerne 
opposite Triebschen, where the Wagners held court. Fritz rowed over to 
Triebschen in the morning and in the evenings he rowed back. From her 
lonely eyrie Elisabeth watched the merriment on the Master’s lawn day 
after day through a spyglass. But then at last, when she had almost given 
up hope, her brother offered cavalierly to take her across. We can pic- 
ture her on the stern thwart patting her hair and arranging her skirts. On 
the far shore at last, Elisabeth was surprised to find Cosima so tall and 
Richard so short, and she did not lack for cattiness in observing that 
Triebschen “was not furnished in a manner befitting its style, but accord- 
ing to the taste of the Parisian furnishing firm which had been unpleas- 
antly lavish with pink satin and Cupids.” 

Luckily, Elisabeth was not one to let her superior taste stand in the 
way of a promising debut. Actually, she did her utmost to win Cosima s 
trust. In the natal charts of both women, ¥ and o’ were conjunct, and. 
each aspect moreover was influential by synastry. In Elisabeth’s case the 
conjunction fell in 2, precisely opposing Cosima’s ¥ at 6° =. Herself 
having survived a déclassé interlude as Wagner’s mistress, Cosima had a 
soft spot for Elisabeth’s presumptive airs and general pluckiness. Co- 
sima was a solar @ and the $ o of fell in that same sign, exactly opposite 
Elisabeth’s ©. A few probing questions, a few situations carefully ar- 
ranged to test the professor’s sister, and Cosima was ready to acknowl- 
edge the woman’s special domestic talents. To the Wagner children 
Elisabeth became “Aunt Elisabeth”; and in the winter of 1875 Cosima 
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implored her to take charge of Wahnfried, their new house in Bayreuth, 
while she and Richard were away on a concert tour. 

For all this Elisabeth’s position within elite circles was far from se- 
cure. The more she enjoyed the haut monde of music lovers and patri- 
cians, the more aware she became of how much she was riding on Fritz’s 
fame. His deteriorating health was thus a worry. What if he lost his post 
at Basel University and could not even sustain his social life? Then, after 
the first Bayreuth Festival of 1876 an even greater threat loomed, in 
Fritz’s growing antipathy to Wagnerism. After the publication of Hu- 
man, All Too Human in 1878, with its indirect jibes and veiled ad 
hominems, Elisabeth took great pains to put distance between herself and 
her brother, at least in the eyes of Bayreuth. Even so, there was a lot of 
patching up to do. Among other things, Fritz had written that it was the 
fate of certain women to serve as lightning rods for the egos of famous 
men. About this obvious allusion to her height Cosima asked Elisabeth 
tartly just whom her brother had in mind: “Pericles, Cromwell, Frederick 
the Great, Albrecht Diirer, Sebastian Bach, Titian, Montaigne, Alexander 
the Great? I considered all possible men and finally asked myself: 
‘Should the author really have gained from his visits to Triebschen no 
other than that malicious image?”” 

At this tricky juncture Elisabeth ofien found herself conducting Co- 
sima’s own cold thunderbolts down into home ground. 

Ungrateful, snide and irreligious: no, this was not the Fritz that she 
once knew. After some tearful scenes, Elisabeth finally decided to dis- 
solve their joint household. Her brother resumed his bachelor ways, 
while she found work as the companion of an elderly Swiss lady. Of 
course, such an uncompelling round would hardly suit her for very long. 

Known to Elisabeth was a man named Bernhard Férster. A Gymna- 
sium teacher in Berlin, Férster was also active in the Wagner Society, 
and in fact it was at Bayreuth early in 1877 that he and Elisabeth first 
met. Forster at that time was riding high on the wave of intolerance that 
had broken out in Germany following the crash of 1873. Concern was 
already widespread about Popish plots, but Férster’s special obsession 
was with the “alien tribe” of Jews, who threatened to pollute the pure 
Aryan race. On this matter, he and Elisabeth saw eye to eye. After the 
Festival of 1877 they began a correspondence. 

In the few years since their first encounter Férster had gained quite a 
reputation as someone who was equally at home with anti-Semitism in 
its radau (rowdy) and high-brow forms, and by 1880 this schoolteacher 
had become so fervent that he intentionally provoked a punch-up with 
some Jewish passengers on a Berlin streetcar. To the police he justified 
his action on the grounds that he alone had an Aryan father, but discipli- 
nary action seemed unavoidable all the same. Férster thus resigned his 
teaching post and devoted himself full-time to hatred. In the summer of 
1880 he began circulating an anti-Semitic petition, which called upon 


40 


Considerations XVII: 4 


Bismarck to curtail Jewish influence in various ways. Now back in 
Saxony, Elisabeth instantly threw herself into collecting signatures. 4 
transiting through T was triggering a natal square of © and \K. “An agita- 
tor by temperament, she had finally found a cause that she could embrace 
wholeheartedly and with a good Christian conscience.” 

In spite of the fact that the petition gleaned the signatures of 265,000 
adult German males, the Chancellor rejected it out of hand. With dire 
forebodings for the fate of his fatherland, Férster began seeking abroad 
for a “New Germany” unadulterated by Jewish influences. By a process 
of exclusion, he arrived at Paraguay as the most likely site, and in 1883 
he sailed off by himself to find land there. 

If only Fritz could be like Bernhard! “Férster,” Elisabeth wrote her 
mother, “has ideals that will make people better and happier if they are 
carried out. I laugh at the uproar he causes among stupid people. You 
will see that someday Férster will be praised as one of the best Germans 
and a benefactor of his people.” Fritz for his part was utterly disgusted. 
Writing to a confidante, he stated flatly that “between a vengeful anti- 
Semitic goose and me, conciliation is impossible.” 

Nietzsche was even more appalled when he heard that his sister was 
entertaining plans of joining Bernhard in Paraguay. Her correspondence 
with this racist had culminated in the summer of 1884, when Forster de- 
clared that he would be “eternally faithful” to her. In the winter of 1885 
she sent him 5,000 marks as a down payment on a piece of property in 
the interior. Indeed this was the first substantial sum yet raised for the 
colony. In March he rejoined her in Germany, and on 22 May— 
Wagner’s birthday—the two were married. The wedding date was Bern- 
hard’s choice. Perhaps he intended by this to twit Fritz, who was making 
no secret of his contempt for Teutonic self- inflation. 

With radiant fanaticism these two anti-Semites, Elisabeth and Bern- 
hard, proceeded to stump the country wide for subscriptions and worthy 
pioneers. By the terms of their deal with the Government of Paraguay 
they were to make a deposit of only 2,000 marks against a piece of land 
75 miles upriver from Asuncion, that was the size of an average German 
dukedom. The catch was that they would obtain legal title only if they 
succeeded in settling 140 families on the tract within two years. Other- 
wise, they risked not only losing the deposit but also incurring the wrath 
of the settlers, who had already paid the Férster’s good money for land 
they did not own. In fact, though, only a few score families were at- 
tracted to this remote racist utopia, and when Elisabeth herself finally 
came to settle there, on 5" March 1888, everyone had to strain to put the 
best complexion on the venture. Between the port town of San Pedro 
and the Férster’s* “icebox”-style dwelling the settlers had erected three 
triumphal arches, and at a certain sentimental moment they raised their 
voices in a homesick rendition of that old tune, Deutschland, Deutsch- 
land uber alles. That same afternoon & and % were in precise quadra- 
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ture, on the first degree of Tl and Q respectively. As for Elisabeth, tran- 
siting { was now squaring her ©. Astrologically, the event was com- 
pletely inauspicious. 

Fifteen months later, with the colony collapsing around his ears, 
Bernhard swallowed poison and died. Poor, bereaved Elisabeth was left 
to sort out the mess. Squabbling with creditors, haranguing the faint- 
hearted, churning out insincere propaganda, she fought for over a year to 
keep Nueva Germania under her authority. But it was a losing proposi- 
tion. On 1* August 1890 control of the colony passed into the hands of a 
largely non-Aryan corporation. Transiting » at this point closely op- 
posed the position it occupied in 1877, when she and Bernhard first met. 
Elisabeth might have closed that chapter right then, but instead she re- 
turned to Germany and wrote a slapdash book vindicating the entire fi- 
asco. There was a further trip to Paraguay in 1892, which didn’t sit well 
with the disgruntled settlers; and then in September 1893 she felt called 
home once and for all, in her words, “because another great task now 
awaits me—the care of my dear and only brother, the philosopher Frie- 
drich Nietzsche.” 

Between the years 1889 and 1893 first B then ¥ had drawn into 
alignment with Elisabeth’s natal conjunction of 4 and 2 in I. In her 
case, this extremely potent influence unleashed a power drive in the field 
of letters. The little archivist was soon to come into her own. 

Inexorably Elisabeth schemed for control of her brother’s literary es- 
tate: retrieving his scattered correspondence under threat of legal action; 
dismissing an old friend as editor of the still unpublished manuscripts; 
sequestering royalties; pressuring her mother into surrendering her own 
rights; and even going to court to have her name changed to Férster- 
Nietzsche, so that she might underscore her tie with the now-famous 
man. In the midst of all this busyness, Elisabeth nevertheless found time 
to author a 2-volume biography riddled with forgery and fable, which 
was meant overall to sentimentalize her brother’s life. In short, she was 
unstoppable. From the family home in Naumberg she moved the grow- 
ing archive into a rented flat; next she transferred it to another flat in 
Weimar; and then in June 1897 she prevailed upon a friend to buy her a 
villa on the outskirts of the same city, where the Archive might be 
housed in a more pleasant Biedermeier atmosphere. Taking possession 
on 22™' July, Elisabeth, ever the cancer, completely remodeled the inte- 
rior of the building to achieve “a very friendly impression” without so 
much as informing her patron—until the time came to bill her for the 
entire cost." 


‘In a moment of cruel fun the cosmos had this place named “Villa Silberblick”. 
Throughout her childhood, Lieschen had been touchy about her nearsightedness, 
but just the same she refused to wear glasses, even though her friends would 
often ridicule her squint—in German, her Si/berblick. 
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With \K opposing her 2, and 2 separating from her ©, Lieschen suf- 
fered her brother’s death on 25" August 1900, at noon. His funeral was 
in the Lutheran style, with uplifting anthems and a subdued valediction. 
“I am God” Nietzsche wrote after his breakdown, “I have made this cari- 
cature.” 


way HEY HAD been reading a novel called Undine, about a water- 
SY) being who longed for a human soul; and on the night before his 
7! death Wagner murmured to Cosima of his love for them, those 
2 “subservient creatures of the deep, with all their yearning.” The 
next morning he resumed work on an essay about humanity in its femi- 
nine aspect. His final heart attack came while the rest of the family was 
taking lunch downstairs. Cosima rushed to his aid with such blind force 
that she collided with a door left ajar and almost broke it. Richard died 
in her arms a few hours later, on 13" February 1883. That night the ) 
and ¥ conjoined, then drifted apart, and Cosima yearned for release from 
the human form that was now obscuring their souls’ union. For a full 
day’s time she clung to the corpse, as if it were a raft that would take her 
too along the dark river. But at last the doctor persuaded her to lie down 
alone in an adjoining room. 

The previous September they had taken quarters at the Palazzo Ven- 
dramin on the Grand Canal in Venice, hoping that the composer’s failing 
health would respond to the warmer clime. But now a gondola was to 
bear his coffin to the railway station for the slow journey back north. 
Before the lid was sealed Cosima cut her long silver-blond hair and she 
laid the tress like an undulant stream upon her husband’s body. 

In Bayreuth the people lined the streets four-deep as the funeral cor- 
tege made its way towards the open vault at Villa Wahnfried. Cosima 
waited indoors until the public ceremonies were over. Only at dusk did 
she leave the shuttered manse to view the coffin being lowered. Some 
months later her father would write that Cosima was doing everything 
possible not to survive Wagner... “She spends hours every day by Wag- 
ner’s tomb, in spite of all contrary pleas. A decisive vocation!” 

Towards the end, Richard told Cosima that for all their absurdity and 
even eccentricity, still, there had never been anything like the two of 
them before. “You and | will live in the memory of men” he assured her. 
Indeed, without her steadying influence Wagner probably would not 
have been able to carry his grandiose dreams through to their completion. 
From the time when she left her first husband in June 1864 to become 
Wagner’s mistress, through their marriage in August 1870, until his 
death thirteen years later, Cosima devoted herself with a burning exclu- 
sivity to the promotion of the Bayreuth ideal. It was enough in return 
that Wagner should lavish upon her words of love and praise, for these 
gave her “the feeling of being needed and enabled her to repress, almost 
ecstatically, the stirrings of self-will inside her. If she had the urge to 
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dominate, it was not over her husband, but in his service.” 

In one of her few surviving letters to Richard this % describes the 
pain of separation after only a few days absence. Writing from Munich 
in February 1879, she confesses that not being able to hear the sound of 
his voice made her feel “dull and ghostlike; after a while I looked out of 
the window, on the world. Oh, this wilderness, resembling nothing but 
that picture of the moon landscape we saw the other day! ...1 saw it now 
in its meaningless ugliness as my gaze wandered across stubble fields, 
snow turned to mud and a grey sky that looked like an obdurate and bru- 
tal negation of all hope, or like a coarse, impenetrable cloth stretched 
tight over all joys. In this dead, silent, frozen world, only one warm 
hearth - your heart — your spirit!” For emphasis, Cosima then goes on to 
quote a mournful line from one of Richard's own operas. In that month 


Inner wheel Outer wheel 
Birth of Death of 
Cosima Wagner Richard Wagner 
11:30 AM LST (rectified) 3 PMLST 
24" December 1837 13" February 1883 
Como, Italy Venice, Italy 
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transiting » happened to be squaring her ©, and Cosima, an extremist in 
sorrow, was going to drink her cup of gall to the very last drop. 

The highly charged but all-consuming quality of this marriage finds 
itself symbolized in the many points of contact between the two birth 
charts. There is immediate, mutual responsiveness in the fact that Co- 
sima’s ) at 28° Tl opposes Richard’s at 29° &, while his own ) falls 
close to her 2 at 20° =. Her 4 at 18° TI gladly serves his *% at 18° #, 
while his needles her own ® at 25° and 24° Tll respectively. She might 
tame his wastrel habits, but he on the other hand could tease her out of a 
tendency to brood and nurse a grievance. With her } and o* bracketing 
his *% we might today presume at least some resentment on her part re- 
garding his authoritarian strictures. But this after all was a patriarchal 
culture and she may thus have felt no conscious loss in pouring all her 
energy into his works. Finally, at the most exalted level her P exactly 
trines his ¥. Her power and his glory in other words meld. 

So too we can appreciate the extent of her grief. At the moment of 
Richard’s death B at 28° Tl is aligning with their D/P axis, while 
squares the same combination conjoined in #. These and other factors 
argue a state of profound emotional shock; and in fact this widow would 
condemn herself to an airless rite of commemoration, exhuming her hus- 
band annually in the guise of a solemn Festival devoted exclusively to 
his work. 

Cosima remained in full mourning for some months, withdrawn from 
everyone save a few close friends. But just the same, she felt herself in- 
escapably drawn back to the theatre, the more so because factional 
squabbles were threatening to kill the upcoming Festival. As yet unable 
to bear public exposure, the widow had a secret hideaway built from 
which she could hear everything and see most of the action on stage. 
Here, unseen, she sat with a score beside her, covering it with musical as 
well as technical comments. Incessantly she would dispatch curt notes to 
the podium giving directions about every aspect of the performance 
down to the smallest detail and nuance. With these myriad scraps of pa- 
per, Cosima clearly showed that she had assimilated not only the Mas- 
ter’s perspective but also his interpretive style. When asked once why 
she had not made use of these talents during Wagner's lifetime, she re- 
plied only: “Then I served.” 

In shifting from a posture of devotion to one of domination, Cosima 
sought to bring all facets of the Bayreuth Festival under her control. 
Nothing seemed to elude her falcon’s cold eye. There is a story about a 
young singer who wanted to make her entrance with arms outstretched. 
This Cosima found inappropriate, and she told the woman to be more 
subdued. Though pretending to submit to this direction, the singer just 
the same intended to carry through with the forbidden gesture on opening 
night. But she didn’t reckon on Cosima, who simply ordered that the 
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sleeves be sewn to the sides of her garment. 

Cosima was in all things a strict traditionalist. She aimed to preserve 
Wagner’s style of production in every respect. Even when electric lights 
were added to the theatre’s equipment in 1888 this was not to affect the 
stage arrangements or the play of light and shadow in any way. Cosima 
firmly rejected the proposed innovations of the stage designer Adolphe 
Appia, maintaining “that the Ring was produced here in 1876, and there- 
fore there is nothing more to be discovered in the field of scenery and 
production. Her very loyalty in all its narrow tenacity threatened to en- 
tomb her late husband’s vivid world. From a cosmopolitan center for 
musical and theatrical innovation, Bayreuth under Cosima’s rigid hand 
began slipping “to the status of a cultural backwater.” 

Of course with the passage of time Cosima’s direction did diverge 
from the canonical productions of 1876. Perhaps her memory was de- 
ceiving her; or perhaps “The Margravine of Bayreuth” was simply enjoy- 
ing her position of newfound authority. But in any case there was a ten- 
dency, as in genetics, for things to drift. The great soprano Lilli Lehman, 
for instance, recalls actually suffering to see how the Ring in its original 
form, “which we had all so lovingly absorbed and taken away with us, 
together with our thoughts of its creator, was now being dislocated in the 
very place that was its home.” Lehman goes on to provide a glimpse of 
Cosima in all her imperiousness. During rehearsals for the 1896 Festival 
there were frequent disputes as to what was traditional and correct. On 
such occasions Cosima would turn to her son Siegfried, as Wagner’s sole 
male descendant, and say to him, “You remember, Siegfried, do you not, 
that it was done this way in 1876?” Siegfried with his amphibious and 
comfort-loving gaze was never one to contradict his mother. “Yes 
Mamma” he would hasten to agree, “I believe you are right.” Lehmann 
notes wryly that Siegfried was only about six years old back in 1876 and 
that as a child he rarely attended rehearsals. 

A kindred spirit, Elisabeth Férster-Nietzsche, once wrote that Cosima 
had “always been the personification of will and a longing for power in 
the noblest sense of the word.” This iron determination of hers, coupled 
with a sharp mind and regal poise, made Wagner’s widow an object of 
cultic adoration among those who had access to Wahnfried. These men, 
who constituted her “general staff’, observed a pious rule whereby they 
would never in public so much as breathe her name—she who “placed 
not half but her entire strength in the service of the festival. The reasons 
for this attitude are embedded in the heart, in the soul, and permit no dis- 
cussion.” 

This last voice, awe-struck and fawning, is that of Houston Stewart 
Chamberlain.? An expatriate Englishman, a Germanophile, Chamberlain 


> Chamberlain is not one jot less awe-struck in recalling the one occasion on 
which he saw the Master up close. “I will say only this: around the sharp, will- 


46 


Considerations XVI: 4 


first met Cosima in 1888 and soon afterwards he attached himself to the 
Bayreuth venture as its chief publicist. Cosima believed that if Wagner’s 
dream of cultural regeneration was to inspire all Germans, then more 
emphasis would have to be placed upon the Master’s fitfully argued no- 
tions of racial purity. In Germany there had been yet another upsurge of 
nostalgia for Volksgemeinschaft, the perfectly integrated (if mythical) 
community. Wagner’s own work, drenched as it was in Teuton lore, in 
fact helped fuel this. Yet, populism of the vol/kisch stripe tended to go 
hand-in-hand with outright bigotry and xenophobia. Just how, it was 
asked, could a motley of races ever become a unified people, a Volk? It 
thus fell to Chamberlain to forge an explicit ideological link between 
Wagnerism and the most reactionary currents in German politics. He, 
the crusading anti-Semite, was to put Bayreuth on the map as a center of 
national chauvinism. In this task he was so meritorious that Cosima 
came to regard him almost as a son. In 1908 Chamberlain won the hand 
of Eva, her dowdy daughter, and the couple set up house only a few 
yards away from Wahnfried itself. 

Whatever its ultimate source, Cosima’s own bigotry became out- 
spoken by the year 1862. Thirty years later this woman, once a vora- 
cious and eclectic reader, would “brag that she could put all the books 
she now admired on a single shelf.” Cosima, however, expressed herself 
with such icy peremptory meanness that there was little chance of her 
winning widespread appeal. Mostly the widow was content to withdraw 
into ever- narrowing, parochial circles. 

But Chamberlain’s anti-Semitism had a paranoid quality that made it 
altogether more incendiary. Born 9" September 1855, Chamberlain had 
his © in close opposition to ¥ at 16°48’ H, while o and % were squared 
to B and % respectively. Together these aspects conspired to produce an 
authoritarian personality consumed by feelings of weakness, worshipping 
power by compensation, and resorting constantly to racial hostility as a 
means of exercising a large reservoir of unacknowledged aggression. 
Confronted by neptunian fluidity, Chamberlain reacted by launching ti- 
rades against mongrelization, against Volkerchaos, which he conceived 
as a mishmash of “unindividualised, species-less human agglomerates”, 
the very opposite of Volksgemeinschaft. Here looms up the specter of 
the Jew, the historic agent of chaos, a “plastic demon”, who “slips 
through the fingers like an eel. Unnoticed he invades all circles.” As the 
harbinger of dark-ness, the Jews are ever stretching out their polypus 
arms... and trying to drag us back into the Night out of which we Teutons 
are attempting to escape.” With Cosima’s blessing Chamberlain gath- 
ered together all his racist meanderings into a magnum opus which he 


ful features floated an expression of unutterable Goodness; eyes and mouth had 
something childlike, yea, almost divine, about them.” 
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called The Foundations of the Nineteenth Century. Published in 1899, 
this “bit of Bayreuth work” for all its epic proportions went through three 
editions in the first year alone, and by 1915 German sales exceeded 
100,000 volumes. The Kaiser himself—never really known for his erudi- 
tion—is said to have read it from cover to cover. This was the same Kai- 
ser who had his motor horn tuned to the Donner motif from Wagner’s 
Rheingold. 

In 1907, Cosima finally turned over the direction of the festival to her 
son. For twenty-five years she had drilled him in the intricacies of his 
father’s art, and now there was no longer any reason to suppose that he 
might be tempted to set out on his own, to experiment. The transmission 
was surely secure. Thereafter Cosima became more and more reclusive 
and with the fading of her eyesight she slipped gratefully into an ill-lit 
world of fond relics and undulant memories. It is doubtful whether she 
even bothered to greet Adolf Hitler, when, with o* conjoining her 4, he 
came to honor his Wahnfried idols after a big German Day rally.’ Her 
last words before her death in 1930 were “glorious” and “sorrow”. In 
that order. 


Cosma and 
Richard Wagner 


> From David Large we learn that after 1933 Bayreuth was made Hitler's “court 
theater”, and that it was supported through the war years by the Reich treasury. 
In this nadir of parochialization foreigners were scarcely in evidence; “ instead 
the theater was filled with Nazi Party bosses, ‘Strength through Joy’ workers, 
and, eventually, with wounded soldiers transported there for rest and recreation” 
(Large, D.C. 1984. Wagner's Bayreuth Disciples. In D.C. Large and W. Weber, 
eds. Wagnerism in European Culture and Politics. pp. 132. Ithaca and London: 
Cornell University Press.) 
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KAREN CHRISTINO 


ORARY astrology is by nature one of the more clear-cut astro- 

logical techniques, since its judgements tend to be more defini- 

tive than what we are used to in modern astrology today. But 

how definitive? That depends not only upon the question and 
the type of answer sought from the Heavens, but also on the astrologer’s 
philosophical bent. 

Horary is a throwback to the traditional astrology of the past, and has 
remained relatively intact due to astrologers like William Lilly recording 
their own work, as well as the tireless efforts of people like Olivia Bar- 
clay and Ivy Goldstein-Jacobson to transmit the tradition to modern as- 
trology students. Much of contemporary astrological thinking unfortu- 
nately undermines horary’s theoretical foundation. Today man is seen as 
somehow superior to the Heavens, with a limitless sense of “free will” at 
his disposal at all times. As Marc Edmund Jones says in his 1975 book, 
Horary Astrology, 

The horoscope for a given event... reveals the pattern which holds 
throughout the given chain of events while what is done with these 
events still remains a matter of choice. Life always supports free 

will... The great strength of basic horary astrology—tthe analysis of 
questions— is therefore to be found in the fact that the particular out- 
come of definite choices is made the guide in approaching the prob- 
lems of any given situation, thereby building upon free will rather 
than limitation. 

Here we find someone trying desperately to make horary fit into his 
own preconceived astrological theory. (Robert Zoller has described 
Jones’ “invention” of his own brand of astrology.) I would differ in say- 
ing that horary astrology is not primarily the “analysis of questions” as 
Jones would have us believe, but rather the answering of questions— 
making a judgement. But, more importantly, Jones’ idea, if we can 
translate his leaden prose, is that the querent always has a choice in the 
matter. This might appear to be the case with questions beginning with 
“Should I...” “Could I...” or “What will happen if...” since the querent 
is seeking advice and guidance and presumably has the option of decid- 
ing what to do next. In my own personal experience, however, I find that 
the majority of people rarely exercise any control over their situations, 
and instead typically plunge headlong into characteristic responses 
geared toward immediate gratification. 

And, certainly, most questions do not fall into the “should,” “could,” 
or “if” categories. Many involve circumstances and events over which 
the querent can have very little control, or issues that have already been 
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decided, perhaps unbeknownst to them. It is here that Jones’ theory of 
“free will” absolutely falls apart, since whatever the querent decides or 
how s/he acts, it will not alter the outcome of the question unless the 
chart so indicates. These questions are important because the querent 
recognizes his or her /ack of control over future possibilities—it is out of 
their hands. (Tellingly, Dr. Jones’ 450-page book about horary contains 
only two very brief sample chart analyses! Can we really trust his con- 
clusions?) 

Let’s look at some more definitive, hard-line horaries to see them in 


action. 


19494@ ill the Baby be OK? 
The querent was a woman who was four months pregnant. She 
(S39 had been sick with a fever of 101° on and off for about a week 
9S”) and had lost about four pounds. She was extremely concerned 
about the health of the unborn child. The client did not specifically ask 
me to do a horary in this instance—I did this chart for my own informa- 
tion, using the time she had posed me the question. She was very upset 
and in such a state, I felt | should offer the reassurance that some trying 
transits would very soon be past. | certainly would be daunted to answer 
a horary question like this for a client, but the chart is nevertheless well 
worth our study. 


Will the Baby be OK? 
4:05 PM EDT, 30" June 1997 
Brooklyn, New York: 40°N41’ 43”, 73°W59’ 39”. Tropical, Placidus 


aor 
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Essential Dignities (Will the Baby be OK?) 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 
[o) D) y i g " Q peregrine 
» 2 > 2 4 % 
¥ d + oe g g 
g 10) = 10} % % | peregrine 
oe g 4 4 4 ») detriment, peregrine 
y % > % 7 >» 
% o ° O° g © | fall, peregrine 
® g 8 g J g 


% hour, ) day; ) from 0 ¥ to 4 Q & @; o' MR 4 (-) 


The querent is represented by Tl rising and of in its detriment in the 
house of hopes and wishes. This seemed appropriate for a question re- 
garding reproductive issues, a tough emotional situation, and hopes for 
the coming months. Certainly with o” in + as ruler we can see the fever- 
ish condition and her debilitated state. 

The baby is represented by the 5" house with 26° }{ on its cusp; it is a 
bit late for the baby, but probably not too late. [t did seem true that all 
that could be done had already been done. The baby’s ruler, \, is in =, 
retrograde, and conjoins the turned 12" house cusp. It has recently sex- 
tiled 4 and has just been squared by the ). This did not seem that great, 
for the 1/12" house combination implied some kind of loss or difficulty 
to me. However I recalled Zoltan Mason responding to a concerned 
woman with } on the 5" house by saying, “How can anything ruled by + 
be bad?” and set aside the judgement for a moment. 

The malefic fixed star Scheat at about 29%° X is within 3° of the 
baby’s ascendant. But as it represents both bondage and imprisonment, 
its meanings seem appropriate for a fetus that cannot exist outside its 
mother’s womb. Perhaps the 12 house placement gives a similar indi- 
cation. 

The ) is exalted in & in the baby’s 3“ house and has just squared 4, 
so the climax of the difficulty may be past. But the ) will trine $ in the 
29" degree of %, which reiterates the theme already presented by } and 
the 12" house. However the strength of the ) is a very good sign; in the 
baby’s 3“ house is seems to indicate that his “neighborhood” is secure. 

4 in #» rules the baby’s tenth, or “outcome.” * is its ruler, and of 
course the dispositor for the baby as well, since } also rules the baby. » 
is in its fall in T and is just leaving the first house. This, too, did not 
seem that great. But there are no horrendously difficult aspects or 
placements in this chart, either, and both the ) in 8 and the © and $ in @ 
seemed to provide for growth and nourishment. I concluded that the 
baby would be all right, but somehow damaged, and underweight or 
premature due to the influence of 4. The baby was born at seven 
months, perfectly healthy except for being underweight. Mason was 
tight about ¥ in this case! 
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s the IPO a Good Investment? 

A family member of the querent was a principal in a telecom- 
munications firm that would soon have its initial public offer- 
ing. The querent’s parents felt this was a “sure thing” since the 
company would be traded on the NASDAQ, which had been doing ex- 
traodinarily well at that time in the heady days of Internet successes. 
They planned to give the querent several thousands of dollars of his in- 
heritance, earmarked specifically for investment in the firm. The parents 
are seen by the 4" and 10" house rulers 4 in & and % in X, so they are 
thinking big but may be misled. 


Is the IPO a Good Investment? 
5:42 PM EST, 22™ March 2000 
Brooklyn, New York: 40°N41’ 43”, 73°W59" 39”. Tropical, Placidus 


ar I 2s 


of hour, ¥ day; ) from 0 $ to 4 


The client is represented by practical-minded and modest TI? on the 1“ 
house cusp. He did not have a great amount of money himself and was 
quite concerned about this investment. He felt that things were turning 
in this market and that the parents were becoming hypnotized by the idea 
of a “get rich quick” scheme. Nearly 28° are rising, and in answer to it 
seeming “too late” he agreed that he felt obliged to invest the money as 
his parents wished, but had also decided to put a portion in a savings ac- 
count for safety. He is represented by % in its detriment and fall in K in 
the 6" house. He is weak and clearly has no power. Yet $’s aspects are 
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not bad, and he will conjoin 9, exalted in H, which rules his 2™ house. I 
imagined that he wouldn’t be parted from all of his money. 

But the question was not about the querent or his money—it was 
about the investment itself. Speculative ventures are ruled by the 5” 
house. Here we find ¥ in #*, an apt symbol for overblown hopes in a 
technology stock. The ) in its detriment in Tl in the querent’s 2" has 
just squared ¥, pointing toward the complexity of the situation. Even 
without examining all the details, it is eminently clear that the IPO is not 
a good investment. The ) and ¥ are part of a T-square involving %, 4, 
and in the 8" house, with % also ruling the 5". in the 5" squares * as 
well, making for quite an unreliable situation. 


Essential Dignities (Is the IPO a Good Investment?) 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 

[o) J [o) [o} y v 

d J - ro 4 o | peregrine 

3 \ g Ba g + | peregrine, fall, detriment 
2 4 g ol 7 ¥ 

co oi 12) {0} 4 g 

4 g ») 2 bs 2 peregrine 

i) g >) g ¥ g peregrine 

® g » g g g 

2MR 4, O MR 


Technology stocks tumbled that spring and summer. The querent 
bought at $16 a share, and the price doubled before his waiting period to 
sell, but by the end of the year was below $2 a share, where it has re- 
mained. All was not lost for the client, however. * was helpful in its 
limitations: the querent had been relieved to only be permitted by the 
firm to buy 200 shares. And the family member who was involved with 
the company later gifted him enough additional shares to make up for the 
probable loss. The ) in Tl in the second is fruitful, after all. 


ow Will the Law Suit Go? 
The querent was an attorney for a large corporation that was 
being sued by a smaller competitor. The firm had already con- 
ducted focus sessions and found public opinion to be on its side, 
and the judge had stated that the plaintiff's case was not good. The case 
was going to trial very soon. If we set a horary for the beginning of the 
case, the ascendant should represent the plaintiff (the party initiating the 
action) and the descendant would represent the defendant. However this 
was a personal horary, and | felt the ascendant should be assigned to the 
querent, who was a member of the defense team. We can also see this 
dynamic in the horoscope, since + rises, with the more aggressive T, 
representing the plaintiff, on the seventh house cusp. 
We can immediately see that the defendant’s firm, represented by 2 in 
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its fall in TT close to the 12" house, is rather weak. 2 has just squared 4 
and P, and approaches no other aspects. The other side is ruled by o” in 
Q in the 10" house. Though o& has little dignity by sign, it’s placement 
in the 10" gives it much strength, as does its close trine to B. The plain- 
tiff is in the superior position and figuratively has the upper hand. The 
client, though, argued with me, saying that the facts of the case proved 
this to be inaccurate. I was tempted to paraphrase Evangeline Adams 
and ask, “If you are so sure, why do you ask me?” but remained silent. 
She had already told me that if the firm lost they would be liable for sub- 
stantial damages. 

How Will the Law Suit Go? 

10:19 AM EDT, 15" August 2000 

Brooklyn, New York: 40°N41° 43”, 73°W59° 39”. Tropical, Placidus 


¥ hour, o* day; ) from ° © too 


Essential Dignities (How Will the Law Suit Go?) 
Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 


[O) {o) = [o) y ot 

> 2 % fo >) 

g O) a (0) 2 4 | peregrine 
g g g g 9 % fall 

fo [o} = O} g 4 peregrine 
4 g Q 4 ¥ Y | detriment 
€e cd Q % 4 y 

@ g 9} io} g io} 
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The case dragged on for several months, as these things are wont to 
do, the firm being increasingly concerned by the potential for loss. 
Nearly six months after the question, a top executive in the querent’s 
firm called an opposition executive and agreed to a hefty financial set- 
tlement. While it is difficult to conclude with specificity from the ho- 
rary, we can see that the outcome is represented by & on the 10" house 
and the ), ruled by ®. The end of the matter 4" is also ruled by * and 
placed in the 8", so the big bosses settled it in the end. 


94@ ill Kevin Win the Oscar? 

A An old friend called me up to say that a former classmate of 
G v9 ours had been nominated for an Academy Award for best 
9”) screenplay! He hadn’t really done anything like this before, 
and was kind of a % type of guy who hadn’t gotten much success easily 
in the past. | am the querent, and Kevin (not his professional name), my 
friend, is represented by the | 1" house. 


Will Kevin Win the Oscar? 
1:08 p.m. EST, 24"" March 2002 
Brooklyn, New York: 40°N41’ 43”, 73°W59° 39”. Tropical, Placidus 


© hour, © day; ) from 4 © to * 4 


With 28° on the turned first house, it is obviously at a late stage in the 
game: the winners had already been decided and would be announced 
the next day. Kevin is ruled by 8, ® in II in his 1* house, and both 2 and 
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% as rulers. Both Kevin’s significators, ¥ and 9, are placed under the ©’s 
beams and both are in signs of their detriment, giving him little strength. 
§ is in the degree of the nodes, and Barbara Watters felt this association 
somehow fateful. Indeed, it seemed like “fate” that he had been nomi- 
nated in the first place. The ® falls in % in Kevin's 7" of the public, and 
is appropriate, since his name had been publicized nation-wide. PB has 
just turned retrograde a few days before in Kevin’s 7" house as well. 
And finally, the fixed star A/cyone at about 29° 46° &, is conjoining the 
turned ascendant. This is known as the “weeping sisters” and can indi- 
cate sadness or sorrow. 


Essential Dignities (Will Kevin Win the Oscar?) 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 
[o) c [o) (o} y c 
> 0} mn O} ¥ 4 peregrine 
g 4 g cof ct fog peregrine, fall, detriment 
9 c o} {0} g g detriment 
g g ») 2 g D | peregrine, detriment 
4 > m o ¥ 2 | detriment 
% 8 Q ie 4 4 
3) ¥ * {o} < g 
2 MR oo (-) 


The ) is in the show business sign of Q in the 1“ house, representing 
my cat-like curiosity as well as the entertainment nature of the query. 
But it does oppose ¥, signaling disappointment. 

* rules Kevin's 10" house of honors and reputation and comes right 
to him. His nomination and the film’s success certainly must have 
opened doors for him. But the chart seems to promise only what is rea- 
sonably or realistically possible. 1 concluded that this just wasn’t good 
enough for a Hollywood outsider his first time out. It proved to be the 
case the following evening when someone else was announced as the 
winner. 


References: 

Jones, Mare Edmund, Horary Astrology, Shambhala, Berkeley and London, 
1975 

Zoller, Robert, “Mare Edmund Jones and New Age Astrology in America,” 
Culture and Cosmos, Volume 2, #2, Autumn/Winter 1998 


Thanks to Diane Cramer for her help in interpretation. 
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ELAINE KRENGEL 


= HE QUERENT has an open sore near her vagina and is con- 
IZ cerned that sexual herpes might have caused it. She is repre- 
Ad sented by Ascendant-ruler 2 and by the ). Her house of sick- 

s ) ness (6 


"") is ruled by 4. The house of private body parts is the 


8th, ruled by o’. 


Open sore near vagina; is it sexual herpes? 
10:01 AM CDT, 14" August 2002; 44N54, 92W46 
\ hour, § day. } from } to * ¥ 


She suspects her husband, also represented by o’, of having sexual 
encounters with other women, most recently a neighbor woman. As 0 is 
located in the husband's 5" house, only 1° separated from being conjunct 
the © and in mutual reception with the ©, it's likely he has." 

She is seriously worried her husband may have carried a sexual dis- 


' The 5' is the house of "a bit on the side" according to John Frawley, The Real 
Astrology Applied. London, 2002, p. 172. 
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ease from the other woman to her. Her peregrine ), in its fall in Ml, has 
recently separated from a square with 4, whose antiscion is opposite the 
Part of Sickness at 28° 19’ Tl, on the 3“ house cusp. Tl. rules all afflic- 
tions of the privy parts. Her fear also comes from »’s antiscion on the 
cusp of the to" house, which is ruled by the ), and shows this worry is 
uppermost in her mind. 


Essential Dignities 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 
[os mo) o | 8 o 
>» rol - g g © | Peregrine, fall 
9 g g g Q 2 
Q g 4 4 g | > 
J 0} = (9) = co | combust 
y |e -|o] | % 
% 2 Q i) % 10} 
@| » uo | oo] 5 | 4 

\y MR % by detriment (-) 


In contrast, the querent's primary significator, 9, is very strong in 
the + Ascendant. 2 also has dignity in the water sign of the 6" 
house. And since she is in +, a sign related to the kidneys, I thought it 
seemed quite possible querent had a bladder or urinary infection. But a 
problem here is that 2 is also a specific significator of venereal diseases. 
So, which is it? 

I decided which doesn't matter; she could have both. She surely has 
some kind of inflammation because o%, 4 and the © are all indicators of 
inflammation and the more so when in Q. A ray of hope is that having a 
strong benefic for her own planet suggests she can overcome the disease, 
ie., can be cured. That in turn implies it isn't herpes. 

I told her the chart indicated she has an inflammation. Its source may 
be a sexual disease, or a bladder or urinary infection. Whatever, she had 
to see a doctor right away. She did and was diagnosed with a bladder 
infection, but no sexually transmitted disease was afflicting the privy 
parts. 


Let’s Consider 


Axel Harvey writes: 
Astronomers say there is a small probability that asteroid 2002 NT7 will 
crash into the Earth at 11:47 UT on 1 February 2019 with 
sufficient energy to destroy all civilization and most life on the 
planet. My candidate for the point of impact is 18n37.8, 14w43.8, in Maureta- 
nia, West Africa, with B on the meridian, on the eastern horizon, and a O- 

parallel of altitude within 4’. Thought you'd like to be warned. 
—Montreal 

There's more to consider on page 76 
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What Will be the Outcome of the Complaints? 
Will | be Involved? 
Will My Reputation be Damaged? 


RUTH BAKER p.rastrol., Q.H.P. 


HIS QUESTION came from an extremely worried lady. She 

had been a tutor on a residential course and, following this, a 

complaint was made that one of the students had been sexually 

abused. All the staff that had been on the course had received a 
very stiff letter from an august body, informing them of the situation, and 
saying that the student’s father was considering legal action. The quer- 
ent, who is well known, had been worried all day that if the matter be- 
came public her reputation would be tarnished simply because she had 
associated with the course. She had no idea whether there was any justi- 
fication for the complaint. 


10:15 PM GMT, 8" November 2000; 51N48, 1E09 
* hour, ¢ day 
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The querent is signified by the 1“ house tuler, the ©. The © and the 
sign © describe her accurately as being above average height, well built, 
with large eyes and fair hair. Her so-significator is the ). The ) in the 
9" house of students and lawyers is weak and peregrine, showing her 
concern about the matter. The © in the sign and triplicity of the 10" 
tuler, 0°, posited in the end-of-the-matter 4" house shows that she values 
her reputation and is worried about the outcome of the complaint. 


Js there any truth in the alleged abuse of the student? 

The 3" house of reports and rumors is aptly ruled by §, natural significa- 
tor of these matters and also of students. ¥ is the weakest planet in the 
chart. It is slow, peregrine, under the ©’s beams and in the Via Com- 
busta. Dirty work here! The ), not being within orb of any planet, is 
Void of Course. Lilly says that if the ) is Void of Course, the news will 
prove of no moment, or mere lies and very soon contradicted.' I decided 
that the complaint must have little to substantiate it. After being Void of 
Course, the ) makes a trine Bspact to a reasonably strong, albeit pere- 
grine 2, ruler of much of the 10" and also of the end-of-matter 4" house. 
| thought this was a good sign especially with 2, the strongest planet in 
the chart, being in her house of joy and her antiscion falling on the ®. 


Essential Dignities 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 
© J a v . | @ 
> J (0) y 2 o | peregrine 
g oa - fo fo | o | peregrine, USB 
g \ - y fo 4 peregrine 
oa g a) g 4 > | peregrine 
4 ¥ = g y % | detriment 
4 g > » v % | detriment 
® » ca > g 4 


) from * 4 to VOC, then a 2 


Will her reputation be damaged? 

The querent’s house of career and reputation is ruled by o%, weak, in det- 
riment, peregrine and in the 3 house of rumors and gossip — nasty! 
Also, o” has a mutual, mixed reception with the 3 house ruler 8, All this 
is a strong threat to the querent’s reputation. However, the ) separates 
from ¢* o”, so I reasoned that the separating aspect meant the danger was 
past. Confirming this was that the )’s last separating aspect was a sextile 
to 4, ruler of the 9". 


' Christian Astrology, p. 192. 


60 


Considerations XVI: 4 


Will she be involved? 

There is no aspect between the O, the querent’s significator, and ¥, the 
report, or between the © and o%, and the © is not in mutual or mixed re- 
ception with any other planet. Therefore, the querent would not seem to 
be involved. And with the 3 ruler 3 under the ©’s beams, | thought the 
rumor or report unlikely to come right out into the open. Also, two for- 
tunate stars, Spica and Arcturus, are close to the end-of-matter 4 cusp, 
giving protection. I told the querent that it was very unlikely that she 
would hear any more of the matter, and neither did she. 


May 5, 2000 


MARTIN PIECHOTA 


Tp) ROPHETS, astrologers, psychics and catastrophists predict dis- 
J asters when centuries change numbers and when comets are 
RS) scheduled to reappear in Earth’s sky. Astrologers base predic- 
> tions of physical phenomena such as weather events, earth- 
quakes, and volcanic eruptions because these events tend to cluster 
around coincidences of lunation, eclipse, perigee, and nodal aspects. 

The scientific view is that the planets are too far away for their gravi- 
tational attraction (the only known force that can extend over interplane- 
tary distances) to have any perceptible short-term effect upon conditions 
on Earth or its inhabitants’ lives.” 

Isaac Newton imagined forces transmitted over distances to be grav- 
ity. Today, more than 250 years after his death, physicists are still un- 
sure about what constitutes gravity or even magnetism. Some think elec- 
tromagnetism is due to bombardments of virtual, that is, invisible, imagi- 
nary particles. The concept of force acting on something at a distance is 
being replaced by the concept of imaginary events. There is speculation 
that gravity is not only a force, but also a virtual particle. What used to 
be called forces are now particles, communicating in the quantum realm. 
Forces are communications in an invisible realm.’ 

For centuries, astrologers have been predicting events based on virtu- 
ally the same premise. Carl G. Jung called this phenomena synchronic- 
ity. Everything that happens in our universe is in fact caused by every- 
thing else. Indeed the whole universe could be thought of as unfolding 
or expressing itself in its individual occurrences. It is within this global 


2 David A. Rathery, Planets. NTC, Ulinois, 2000, p. 4. 
3 Amold Mindell, Quantum Mind, Lao Tse Press, Oregon, 2000, p. 159. 
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view that it becomes possible to accommodate synchronicities as mean- 
ingful events that emerge out of the heart of nature.' 

On May 5, 2000, the ©, ), ¥, 2, 4 and % aligned in the sign &. Natu- 
rally, many predictions were made tying into this celestial event. This 
type of alignment stimulates both the scientific and astrological commu- 
nities to predict events. For example, in January 1941 an astrologer 
working for the SIS, an arm of the British Intelligence Service, informed 
the Nazi insider, Rudolph Hess that on May 10, 1941 the full moon 
would coincide with six planets being positioned in the sign 8. Hess re- 
garded this as a favorable omen and he chose that date for his ill-fated 
peace mission to England.” 


Inner circle Outer circle 
Rudolf Hess Full Moon in 8 
10:00 AM LMT 7:14:37 AM 
26" April 1894 11" May 1941 
Alexandria, Egypt Berlin, Germany 
31N12, 29E54 52N30, 13E22 


Rudolph Hess’ career ended that day. He was captured by the British 
and kept prisoner for the remainder of the war. At Nuremberg, Hess was 
found guilty of war crimes and imprisoned for life. 


' F. David Peat, Synchronicity: The Bridge Between Matter and Mind, Bantom, 
New York, 1988, p. 58. 
? Michael Howard, The Occult Conspiracy, Destiny Books, Vt., 1989, p. 58. 
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Hess committed suicide, still imprisoned, on 17" August 1987 at the 
age of 93. His encounter with an ill-intentioned astrologer cost him 
dearly. 

In February 1524, all planets were in conjunction in }, and astrolo- 
gers warned of a catastrophic flood, severe weather, social unrest, a re- 
volt of peasants, and attempts to overthrow the established secular and 
religious order.* * 

In the past connections between planetary conjunctions and calamities 
could always be found by those who were eager to spell them out. The 
same holds true in modern times. 

In the late 1950s, Hugh Auchincloss Brown was warning the public 
of impending doom. He claimed our planet rolled over approximately 
every seven centuries. According to Brown, the last polar shift occurred 
approximately 7,000 years ago causing the North Pole to position itself 
in what is known today as the Sudan Basin. * 

Each and every year approximately 550 cubic miles of water is added 
to the south polar ice cap, where it is changed to glacial ice. This is more 
water than there is in Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, whose combined vol- 
ume is about 485 cubic miles. 

Snow falls continuously on the Antarctic continent and becomes cold 
storage ice. A small amount melts in the summer, but practically none 
during the winter months, when the © is generally below the horizon. 
The average snowfall for the entire 5.5-million square-mile continent is 
estimated at 18 inches of “rainfall,” based on more than a foot per year 
having been recorded at Little America, which never gets the great cy- 
clones that bring most of the snow. 

Thus: 5,500,000 square miles x 27,878,400 square feet per square 
miles x 1.5 feet = 230 trillion cubic feet, or 1,570 cubic miles of water 
piled up yearly on the Antarctic continent. About 550 cubic miles, 35%, 
is estimated to remain permanently as additional material of the ice cap, 
and the other 65% escapes back to the oceans by evaporation and the 
yearly flow-off of many thousands of great icebergs. 

The South Pole ice cap might grow in size indefinitely, except for the 
fact that Earth wobbles and the wobble throws the rotating ice mass off- 
center from the Earth’s axis of spin. The eccentric centrifugal throw of 
the wobbling ice cap will force the globe to roll around, sideways to its 
direction of rotation, when it reaches its maximum permissible growth; 
something like the way a spinning top, dying out falls over on its side. 


* Sara J. Schechner, Comets, Popular Culture & the Birth of Modern Cosmol- 
ogy, Princeton Univ. Press, New Jersey, 1997, p. 48. 

* As predicted, 1524 was the year of the Peasants’ Revolt in Germany. Appro- 
priately, the stellium occurring in 1 clearly marked the end of the Renaissance 
and the start of the Reformation. See Considerations XIII:1, pp 74-75—Editor. 
* Hugh Auchincloss Brown, Migrations, 1959. 
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According to Brown, the Earth will tip over like an overloaded canoe 
towed behind a powerboat, in a circle, because of the weight and gyra- 
tion of this rapidly growing ice cap.° 

Brown’s warnings set the stage for predictions by both scientists and 
astrologers. The odds of being correct in predicting a catastrophic event 
increase with time. Richard W. Noone made the suggestion in his book, 
Ice: The Ultimate Disaster 5/5/2000, that this time may be rapidly ap- 
proaching. The planetary line-up of May 5, 2000 was to provide the im- 
petus for the ice cap to slip when the ) entered & on that day. The ice 
cap is well off-center now. It’s like a washing machine that is improp- 
erly loaded—the load is bound to tilt the machine. 


4:11:37 AM UT, 4" May 2000” 
cast for South Georgia (54S, 36E) 
to avoid obvious complications were it set for the South Pole 


° Hugh Auchincloss Brown SOS for Our Civilization, 1959 

7 On the publicized 5" May the ) is moving out of &, not as Noone wrote mov- 
ing into it. The New Moon of 4 May 2000 is appropriate for events associated 
with this 8 grouping. 
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Although some of the ice cover on Antarctica creeps toward the 
coastal edges and breaks off from the continent as icebergs, the ice-surge 
theory contends that a massive build-up of ice cover on that polar conti- 
nent could prevent heat rising from Earth’s interior. The prevention of 
heat release then warms the bottom layers of the ice sheet, allowing it to 
slide relatively easily on the ground, which should have a pasty composi- 
tion caused by this heat and the weight of the ice mass. * 


SOUTH POLE: A continent of ice larger than Europe dominates the South 
Pole. This ice sits atop and extends beyond the land it rests on, and is now over 
two miles high. The largest part of the enormous weight of the ice mass is con- 
siderable to one side of the polar center. According to Hugh Auchincloss 
Brown, all this ice on one side will have the same wobbling effects as that ob- 
served when heavy clothes get lumped together on one side of a rapidly spinning 
washing machine—the wobble increases, rips the bolts out of the floor, and the 
washing machine falls over. 


* Richard W. Noone, 5/5/2000: Ice: The Ultimate Disaster, Three Rivers Press, 
New York, 1982. 
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Noone based his prediction on the increasing number of earthquakes, 
volcanic eruptions, and freakish climate changes as the fatal day neared. 
The three-mile-high ice mass’s continuous growth and instability were 
the two other major factors in his prediction. 

While using scientific data, Noone failed to use the common scientific 
approach. Nature and society, it is believed, can both be understood by 
reducing complex problems to more simple elements. The result has 
been a science that has made considerable strides in explaining, predict- 
ing, and controlling the natural world. This science believes planets 
have no influence on Earth and its environment. So, May 5, 2000 arrived 
on schedule and no catastrophic event occurred. 

However, some six weeks earlier, on 17" March, as the ¥ o 4 in & 
approached, a large iceberg had broken off the Antarctic ice. It broke off 
the Ross Ice Shelf and was about 185 miles long by 23 miles wide, or 
slightly smaller in area than Connecticut, and consisted of an estimated 
3.4-trillion gallons of water.” 

On March 31, Matthew Lazzara, a meteorologist with the Antarctic 
Meteorological Research Center at the University of Wisconsin, noticed 
that another giant berg had calved off. 4 and » were 3° apart that day. 

On 4" May, the day before the fatal day, a giant iceberg broke off the 
Ronne Ice Shelf’ in Antartica and drifted off the polar continent. It 
measured 107 miles by 21 miles. 

On 6" May, two more bergs broke off the shelf. At about the same 
time the one formed on May 4 broke in half. 

Richard W. Noone’s prediction that the South Pole would shift north 
didn’t come true, but he was correct to focus on this area of the globe. 
The 4 ¢ ® along with the other planets lining up in © that day did have 
an effect on the area of the globe that the catastrophe was predicted to 
occur, In addition to the planetary line-up, the Earth passed through the 
tail of Halley’s Comet on 4" May. 

The outer planets may be responsible for the force that breaks off ice- 
bergs from the main body of ice located at the South Pole. The Denver 
Post reported on 2™ March 1995 that an iceberg as big as the state of 
Rhode Island broke of f. and ¥ were only 4° apart that day. 

In 1992 a large iceberg, B-I0A, formed in the Amundsen Sea and 
eventually made its way into the open ocean. When last seen seven years 
later, in August 1999, the berg, though shrinking, was halfway to Tierra 
del Fuego." and ¥ were in conjunction during the greater part of 1992 
when the iceberg formed. 

When the planets with the highest surface gravity relative to the Earth 


° Henry Fountain, “Two Giant Icebergs Break free from the Antarctic Ice Cap,” 
New York Times, \1"" May 2000. 

' 10 o’clock on the map (77S, 60W) 

" [bid 
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are in conjunction, they exert the strongest influence on the polar caps. 
As gravitational attraction is the only force known to extend over inter- 
planetary distances, the breaking of huge icebergs during planetary con- 
junctions indicates that planetary forces can influence conditions on 
Earth. 

Surface gravity of 

the planets relative 

to the Earth 
Earth = 9.8m s? 


Today, we find ourselves at a point where we need to reassess the 
very meaning of scientific explanation, to open our minds to the possibil- 
ity that other ways of expressing human truth may have validity and use- 
fulness, even for science. And we might have to acknowledge that the 
most rigorously formulated scientific models may rest upon notions that 
originate with other human disciplines, such as astrology.'? 

Carl Gustav Jung explained synchronicity as meaningful coincidence, 
and it either implies that “powers” outside us are organizing coincidences 
to draw our attention to new facts, or that the unconscious mind can 
somehow influence matter.'* 

The coincidence of the largest icebergs to break of f Antarctica during 
planetary conjunctions 
is not synchronicity but 
fact. Planets can exert 
influence on Earth over 
great distances and will 
continue to do so and 
act as a built-in balance 
to nature’s ability to 
accumulate ice at 
Earth’s poles. 


"R.A. H. Seymour, The Birth of Christ, Virgin Pub. London, 1998, p. 11. 
Colin Wilson, C. G. Jung, Lord of the Underworld, Aquarian Press, London, 
1988, p. 16 
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Astrology & Statistics 
(asking the right question) 


ROBERT FEIK 


rah HE BRANCH of pure mathematics known as Probability & 
y IZ, Statistics drew its inspiration from the gaming tables of French 

ON society in the mid 17" century', as a result of the consultations 
2) by a passionate gambler, the chevalier de Méré, with famous 
mathematician and philosopher Blaise Pascal’. Interestingly, one of the 
greatest mathematician of the 20" century, Johann von Neumann, re- 
ferred to this branch of mathematics as ‘black magic’, because of the 
mysterious numerical regularities at the heart of the theory. 

Its earliest applications, growing rapidly from the 19" century on- 
wards, included mortality statistics for the burgeoning insurance indus- 
try, demography, and analysis of errors in physical measurements. De- 
spite Einstein’s famous objection that “God does not play dice,” Prob- 
ability & Statistics has become synonymous with modern physics. 
Moreover, at the beginning of the 21" century, it is routinely applied to 
all types of human activity, including the physical, biological and human 
sciences, economics, gambling, political campaigns, corporate and gov- 
ernment decision making processes, literary analysis, psychic phenom- 
ena etc. It is even used by some theologians to estimate the probability 
that certain biblical events actually occurred. 

Probability & Statistics has become an indispensable tool for coming 
to grips with the regularities underlying our everyday experiences. A 
strength of the theory is in its ability to reveal connections without need- 
ing to explain them. For example, statistical studies conducted at Duke 
University from 1930 onwards have been highly successful in demon- 
strating regularities in paranormal phenomena, especially clairvoyance 
and telepathy, even though no ‘scientific’ explanation for them currently 
exists’. 

Not surprisingly, statistical investigations have also been undertaken 
by astrologers, notably from the early decades of the 20" century on- 
wards. Unfortunately, the results of astrological investigations have al- 
most invariably been found to be statistically non-significant, inconsis- 


' See, for example, Harald Cramér, The Elements of Probability Theory and 
Some of its Applications, John Wiley & Sons, New York, 1955 

? A contemporary of notable astrologers William Lilly and Jean Baptiste Mori- 
nus 

* See, for example, J.B. Rhine, The Reach of The Mind, Penguin Books, London, 
1954, or Arthur Koestler, The Roots of Coincidence, Pan Books, London, 1974: 
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tent, or non-replicable’. An exception is Gauquelin’s so-called “Mars 
Effect,” which, although weak in percentage terms, has proved to be sta- 
tistically highly significant and replicable. 

An impressive example of a particular type of astrological investiga- 
tion is the well-known 1974 New York suicide study of Press et al, 
which sought to investigate whether the tendency to suicide is shown in 
the birth chart®. From a statistical viewpoint, this study was “a model of 
what astrological research should be like”. Yet, no significant correla- 
tion was found, despite it being “perhaps the most meticulous and com- 
prehensive astrological study yet attempted”. 

Numerous similar failures have led many astrologers to declare, 
“whether or not astrology can be proven scientifically, or statistically, is 
irrelevant. It does not require proof on rational grounds”. In fact, statis- 
tics, as a mathematical tool, does not, of itself, prove or disprove any- 
thing. However, it offers the tantalizing prospect of revealing mysterious 
connections, and enriching the astrologer’s knowledge. Why should as- 
trology be uniquely immune to statistical investigation? Indeed, “Astro- 
logical practitioners, be they Babylonian, Greek, Arab, or medieval, have 
always “done statistics” in order to establish correlations”’. The ‘black 
magic’ of statistics is part of modern consciousness and cannot be casily 
dismissed. 

Other astrologers point out difficulties inherent in the application of 
statistical techniques to astrology, arguing, for example, that statistical 
methods have been misapplied by not taking into account the holistic 
nature of astrological symbolism. This is a criticism, not necessarily of 
statistics, but of the way in which the question under investigation is 
posed. This is the issue | will now focus on. 


nconsistencies in Statistical Studies 

It is worth remembering that inconsistent and non-replicable 
results are not confined to astrological studies. For example, 
recent medical investigations looked at the connection between 
stress and breast cancer. One study used a rating scale of 
stressful life events as a measure of stress. It found no correlation be- 
tween stressful life events and cancer. However, another study found a 


* See the review of numerous astrological studies undertaken up to 1977 by 
Geoffrey Dean and Arthur Mather in Recent Advances in Natal Astrology, 
Analogic, Subiaco (Australia), 1977 

* ibid., p. 558 
* John Lash, Quest for the Zodiac, Starhenge Books, London, 1999, p. 85 

” Patrice Guinard, The Mystification of Statistics, Considerations, XVII, No. 2 
May-July 2002, p. 69 
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significant relationship between depression, as measured on a depression 
scale, and breast cancer survival*. 

This highlights the problems of inconsistency in statistical studies, 
and the importance of how the question is posed. In the cancer studies 
cited above, the conflicting results could be attributed to the fact that a 
uniform rating scale of stressful life events, as used in the first study, 
effectively ignores individual sensitivities to particular stressful events. 
For example, a marriage breakup may be a trauma to one person, but a 
positive relief to another. If the model does not allow for this then no 
correlation is found. 

To take an astrological example, consider the suicide study of Press, 
noted above, compared with results recently reported by Gunter Sachs’. 
The aim of the latter study was to investigate correlation between sun 
sign and suicide rate. An impressive 30,358 suicides in Switzerland over 
the period 1969 - 1994 were included, more than 13 times as many sui- 
cides as in the Press study, which had a sample of 2250 suicides in New 
York City during the period 1969 - 1973. In contrast to the Press results, 
the Sachs data showed a very highly significant statistical correlation 
between suicide rate and sun sign. What are we to make of the different 
conclusions? 

The variation in suicide rate found in the Sachs study is shown in the 
figure below. Notice, first, that the deviations from expectation are quite 
small, the largest being -6.3% for Libra. In other words the effect, al- 
though very highly significant statistically, is quite weak. If we keep the 
same relative percentages but ramp down all the numbers so that they 
total the 2,250 of the New York study, then the statistical significance 
disappears completely. In other words, the numbers in the New York 
study appear to be far too small to bring out the apparently subtle effect 
found by Sachs. But the available evidence does not justify the conclu- 
sion that astrological effects are necessarily small (our own personal ex- 
perience testifies to the contrary). Perhaps there are other factors at 
work, as | will show later. 

Looking at the individual signs, the Sachs data show that two, Pisces 
and Taurus, have highly significant positive deviations while Libra is 
very highly significant in a negative sense. On first sight, from an astro- 
logical point of view, this seems plausible. We can easily convince our- 
selves that escapist Pisces and money conscious Taurus (many suicides 
are related to money problems) could well have higher than average sui- 
cidal tendencies. Similarly, well-balanced Libra would be less likely to 
suicide. But, in fact, no information was provided on the individual cir- 
cumstances of the suicides. So, we can draw no such conclusions. 


* See discussion in Dr Craig Hassed, New Frontiers in Medicine, Melbourne, 
Hill of Content, 2000, Chapter 8 
° Gunter Sachs, The Astrology File, Orion Books, London 1999, Chapter 8. 
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Again, to what extent are social and cultural effects reflected in the 
results? While we can reasonably argue that the large numbers involved 
in the study neutralize circumstantial and/or genetic effects, nevertheless 
the data reflect a Swiss society and culture. Perhaps a more introverted 
culture with less concern with money would give a quite different distri- 
bution, e.g. a high suicide rate for extroverted Aries and a much lower 
one for Taurus? If the data from two such different cultures are com- 
bined, is it not conceivable that they will neutralize one another, thereby 
washing out the statistical significance? 


Sachs data 
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Percentage Variation of Suicide Rates by Sun Sign - Sachs Study 


There are more questions raised than answered by these studies. The 
problem is that there is no conceptual scheme in place to help us answer 
them. How do we expect sun sign to affect suicide rate? Without a con- 
ceptual model, there is no guidance as to what to look for. Finding any- 
thing becomes more a matter of good luck than good planning. In the 
absence of a well-posed question, statistical analysis, no matter how well 
done, cannot be expected to produce meaningful results. 


onceptual Models 

As a basic starting point for developing appropriate conceptual 
models, let us look at some modern views on the nature of as- 
trology as it relates to humans. For example: 
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.. astrology is a construct that allows us to order certain physical informa- 


tion with the intent of applying meaning and significance thereto”'” 


or again, 


“Astral reality does not influence the physical; it conditions and shapes the 
physical... Four perspectives of irreducible nature, which astral incidence 
distributes in specific proportions in the case of each individual, pre-exist in 
consciousness every encounter with experimental reality.""' 


In other words, astrology is conceptualized as innate, individual, pre- 
existing in consciousness. It does not influence the physical, but rather it 
functions by ordering, conditioning and shaping of the physical informa- 
tion or experimental reality that is encountered by an individual. The 
result of this ordering is individually meaningful, and in certain circum- 
stances may be observable either directly or via a correlated outcome, 
e.g. resulting psychological state or acts performed by the individual. 

An explicit conceptual model based on the above principles is seldom 
seen in astrological studies (the authors of ‘Recent Advances in Natal 
Astrology’ don’t mention the subject of models), possibly because as- 
trology is itself often thought of as a model. However, here we take the 
astrological model to be related to innate tendencies, and is only part of 
the total conceptual scheme. 


A Simple Illustrative Model For Suicide 

The principles above can be readily applied to certain types of astrologi- 
cal investigations. As a specific example, let us see what light the fol- 
lowing simple, tentative model can shed on the suicide studies. First, as- 
sume that the risk of suicide is a function of the interplay of cultural 
norms (c) and personal circumstances (p). These are experienced by in- 
dividuals via specific factors that impinge on their lives. For example, 
taking wealth as a relevant factor, they may find themselves relatively 
poor (personal circumstance, p) in a society with a high wealth ideal 
(cultural norm, c). 

Second, the human response (r) to this situation will depend on the 
individual’s innate sensitivity (s). For simplicity we will assume that the 
response is directly proportional to the difference between p and c, that 
is, r=s(p-c). In other words, the greater the sensitivity, s, the greater 
the response; also, the greater the difference between c and p, the greater 
the response. The model is illustrated below, where c, p and r are ex- 
perimental realities and s is an innate characteristic, which is where the 
astrological model applies. 


'° William D. Kalman, “Another Approach to Astrology”, 
http://cura. free. fr/quing/02tallm.html 

"| Patrice Guinard in “Astrology: The Manifesto, part 3”, Considerations, Vol. 
XVI, No. 3, August-October 2001, p. 83/87 
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Cultural norms, c__» 
Personal circum- 
stances, p 


tanateondering |___p, Response 


sensitivities, s 


Ilustrative Model of Human Response to External Realities 


For illustrative purposes we allow p and c to vary from | to 10 (on 
some sort of calibrated scale, say), while the sensitivity (s) can be posi- 
tive or negative, over the range -1 to + 1, say. A value of s=+1 or -1 
implies a high (positive or negative) sensitivity to p - c, and a value of s 
= 0 would reflect a neutral posture of indifference to p - c. 

We can add additional factors to enhance our model. For example, 
the competitiveness of the work environment, aesthetic standards to 
which the society aspires, etc.. Table | gives illustrative c, p and s values 
for three factors, and three different “types” of individual. 


cultural norms, ¢ 
personal circumstance, p 


sensitivities for type A 
for type B 
for type C 


Table | - Illustrative Numerical Values of c, p and s for Three 
External Factors and Three ‘Personality’ Types 


In Table 1, the cultural norms show a very high cl = 9 (for wealth), a 
moderately high value of ¢2 = 7 (for competitiveness), and a high c3 = 8 
(for the aesthetic ideal). Compared to the cultural norms, the p values 
show an individual who is relatively poor (p1=5), inhabits a more coop- 
erative environment (p2 = 5), and is aesthetically relatively deprived (p3 
=6). 

The three different “type” profiles in the table can be thought of as 
representing three different signs, say Taurus, Pisces and Libra'*. For 
illustrative purposes, we assume that type A is highly sensitive to wealth 
(sl = 1), neutral with respect to competitiveness (s2 = 0), and somewhat 
sensitive to aesthetics (s3 = 0.25, say). Then the total response (or level 


"= Assume that other possible influences on s, such as genetics or learned skills, 
are neutralized in a properly designed statistical study. 
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of satisfaction, say) of type A is calculated as the sum of the responses to 
each factor, s(p-c), i.e. 1 x (5 - 9) +0 x (5 - 7) +0.25 x (6 - 8) =-4.5. 

By contrast, type B is neutral with respect to wealth (s1 = 0), moder- 
ately sensitive to competitiveness in a negative sense (s2 = -0.5, i.e. posi- 
tively sensitive to cooperation), and highly sensitive to aesthetics (s3 = 
1). The level of satisfaction of type B is 0 x (5 -9) - 0.5 x (5-7) +1x (6 
-8)=-l. 

Finally, type C is highly sensitive (negatively) to competitiveness (s2 
=-1) and moderately sensitive to aesthetics (s3 = 0.5). The level of satis- 
faction for type C is 0 x (5-9) —1 x (5-7)+0.5x(6-8)=+1. 

The calculations above show that type A is the least satisfied (most 
negative response), due mainly to the low level of wealth compared to 
the norm, and hence we take type A to be most at risk of suicide. Clearly, 
the level of satisfaction calculated from the above model depends on all 
three variables, i.e. c, p and s. 


Simulated Statistical Study 

This simple model can be used to carry out a simulated statisti- 

cal study. In order to do this we repeat the above calculations 

with randomly selected p (personal circumstances), for a par- 

ticular s (type profile), assuming ¢ (culture) fixed. If the calcu- 
lated level of satisfaction is less than -6, we will assume a risk of suicide. 
The results, in Culture | say, for 100 randomly selected p profiles for 
each of the three types, are shown in the second column of Table 2. 
Similarly, columns 3, 4 and 5 show the results in 3 other nominal Cul- 
tures (c profiles). 


Culture 2 | Culture 3 | Culture 4 


number of type 
A at risk 
number of type 
Bat risk 
number of type 
C at risk 


Table 2 - Results for Numbers at Risk (out of 100) for Three Different 
‘Personality’ Types in Four Different Cultures 
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In Culture 1, with cl= 9, c2 = 7 and c3 = 8, we see that type A is most 
at risk (reflecting high sensitivity to the wealth factor, cl). In Culture 2, 
the risk is the same for all types. For Culture 3, type B is most at risk 
while for Culture 4, type C has the highest risk. 

A number of conclusions can be drawn from the above, including: 


If there is no difference in sensitivity profiles (s) for the three 
different “types” then, by definition, there can be no difference 
in the numbers at risk of suicide by “type”. Alternatively, if 
numbers at risk are found to differ, then there must be a real dif- 
ference between “types”, i.e. “there is something in astrology”. 
This is a credible conclusion of the Sachs’ study. 


But, in itself, this is not enough to show what that “something” 
is. For example, our results show that the number of suicide 
risks depends on the cultural norm profile (c). Depending on 
culture, any of our three types can have the highest suicide rate, 
as shown in Table 2. In other words, the variation of suicide 
numbers by type is actually a reflection of the cultural norms (c), 
e.g. of Swiss society. 


If there is no statistical difference in suicide numbers, it does not 
follow that there is no difference between types, or that the type 
influence is weak. It may be due simply to the c profile. For ex- 
ample, in Culture 2 above, the three different types all have the 
same suicide risk. Alternatively, combining results for the 4 cul- 
tures gives totals for types A, B, and C (of 49, 47, and 42 respec- 
tively), which do not differ statistically. 


A complicating issue, not modeled here, is that a type that has a 
high sensitivity to a particular p-c factor will naturally tend to 
minimize the difference in that factor. For example, a type sen- 
sitive to wealth will strive harder to achieve the cultural norm in 
wealth. Thus, each type will work in its own, different way to- 
wards minimizing suicide risk. In other words, the “type” effect 
may appear to be subtle or “weak”. 


In both the Sachs (Switzerland) and the Press (New York) stud- 
ies, culture (c) could be assumed to be fixed, so that (p - c) can 
be taken to reflect personal circumstance (p). Yet, neither study 
reported anything on personal circumstances surrounding the 
suicides. For example, did Taurus signs tend to suicide more 
over money problems? Are Libra suicides linked to conflict (e.g. 
divorce)? Etc. Neglecting the link between “type” sensitivities 
and personal circumstance seems a serious omission. 
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6. By designing the study carefully, the “type” effect can be maxi- 
mized. For example, perhaps (p - c) can be controlled, or at least 
monitored. The illustrative model suggests that unless steps are 
taken to “design” the input (p - c) profiles, it is more than likely 
that the results will be inconsistent and/or meaningless. 


ummary 

Conceptual models are seldom made explicit in statistical stud- 
9 ies of astrology. As a result, astrological studies are often not 

well-posed, and undertaken with little guidance as to what re- 

sults to look for, or how to design a study to maximize the as- 
trological effect. The lack of models perhaps reflect a conceptual bias, 
whereby astrology is seen as an external influence, comparable to envi- 
ronment or culture, rather than as an intrinsic principle of ordering, con- 
ditioning and shaping of experimental reality. Taking the latter view, 
models would follow naturally where relevant. 

The simple model presented here is for illustrative purposes only. 
Nevertheless, it captures many of the difficulties commonly encountered 
in statistical studies of astrology, including the inconsistency of results, 
problems with replication, and the apparently “weak” astrological effect. 
At the same time, the model suggests possible explanations for them. 
Models can also suggest ways in which to improve such studies, for ex- 
ample by taking into account personal circumstances of the individuals 
involved, relative to the cultural norms. 


My thanks to Dr. Philomena Tan for her valuable comments and suggestions 
during the preparation of this article. 


Let’s Consider 


Britain’s Guardian newspaper reports on a rival: 

NEW MOON SHOCKS SUN: The Sun's appetite for remarkable scientific 
breakthroughs continues, with a report on page 17 revealing the existence of a 
second moon orbiting the Earth. "The mystery object, which takes 50 days to go 
round our planet, had gone undetected by the world's major observatories," a 
breathless Paul Sutherland—the Sua's "spaceman"—treports. That might be be- 
cause it is "just a few yards across"—or because one astronomer suggested it 
could be a piece of old rocket. Nonetheless, NASA agrees that JO02E3 has been 
"captured by the Earth’s gravity" recently, and as far as the paper is concerned, 
"it's moon number two". 12" September 2002 
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PATRICE GUINARD pho. 
-- translation Matyas Becvarov' - 


The Incompetence of "Astrologers" 


Those who are nowadays identified with astrology in the market- 
place are the least qualified to speak for it. This precious knowledge 
has fallen into the podgy hands of buffoons. 

—Dennis Elwell: Cosmic Loom 


HE PRACTITIONER styles himself an astrologer, and the din 
WZ, of mediation corroborates his pretension. The men of the Ren- 
(2M aissance were more modest, no doubt because they were in 
) closer relation to things of real import, to people, to passions. 
The amateur was called an astrophile, the practitioner: astrologian. The 
cultural and anthropological dimension of astrology was not reduced to 
the matter of the interpretation of natal charts. How could such men as 
these, brought up reading Plutarch, have limited themselves to that one 
aspect? 

On the other hand, the Ancients did not entertain the unhealthy mod- 
ern infatuation with the sensational, which is contrary to the nature of 
astrology. The world of Castaneda is "extraordinary," as is that of 
Etienne Guillé. Astrology itself is perfectly ordinary. The astrologers of 
greatest insight are chagrined, not overjoyed, by their knowledge: Omar 
Khayyam is troubled by the dominion of the stars over the affairs of 
men. * 

Today, if one leaves aside the mercantile activism of charlatans and 
the pseudo-astrology of newspaper horoscopes and psychic hotlines, ac- 
tivity in astrology can be identified in three areas: the research of as- 
trologers’, the progress of which is reflexive, i.e. theoretical and praxis- 


re 


' Translator's Note: \n the interest of expediency, works originally published in 
English and used in French translation are cited in the language of the transla- 
tion, without reference to the original English title. For the most part, texts from 
those works have been prepared on the basis of the translation rather than quoted 
from the English originals, which explains any possible divergence of the cita- 
tions from the author's text. The translator hopes that this practice honors the 
content of the original completely, even if it diverges at points from literal 
transmission. 

? Cf. quatrains 94 and 121, in Quatrains, French translation from the Persian by 
Charles Grolleau, 1902; Paris, 1001 Nuits, 1995, p. 38 and p. 47. 

* Giorgio de Santillana and Hertha von Dechend, whose works attempt to dis- 
cern how myth came to be the vehicle for a sophisticated body of knowledge — 


77 


Guinard: Astrology, the Manifesto 


based and capable of postulating a true conception of reality (and not 
simply lyric flights of fancy with pretensions to the poetical and the 
metaphysical); contractual and applied astrology performed by a practi- 
tioner or astrologian (exchange of astrological services, courses, consul- 
tations and therapy sessions, done for a charge); and the confidential as- 
trology of the astrophile, either as an amateur or a follower of astrology. 

Consultation is only one application of astrological knowledge 
among many others. The astrologer-consultant maintains the same rela- 
tionship to astrological research as does the physician or engineer to sci- 
entific research: a relationship of execution and, most often, of commer- 
cial exploitation. Certainly a familiarity with natal charts is necessary’, 
but it is only a minimal requirement and involves only one of the possi- 
ble forms of astrological knowledge, i.e. that of horoscopic astrology. 
The essential thing is not to calculate charts, but rather to live astrology, 
that is to say, to acquire a true astrological vision of reality. It is not 
simply a matter of speculating on the tendencies of » or @ in an individ- 
ual's chart, but rather of transfiguring the ensemble of his mental repre- 
sentations, of using in a global way the astrological operators, not in an 
isolated or arbitrary way, all the while continuing to think in a dualistic 
manner. It is a question of acquiring a matrix-based comprehension of 
the real, be it the subject politics or the theatre, gastronomy or philately, 
following the example of the semiotician Peirce, who interpreted every 
product of the mind as a sign. 

The practitioner, who is often a pragmatist and takes the easy way 
out and is prompted by curiosity and a thirst for newfangled methods, 
tries "techniques" of the most disparate nature imaginable, thereby sacri- 
ficing the coherence of the totality. He seeks to satisfy the demand of a 
clientele anxious for comfort, or of a readership seeking sensationalism. 
The "But it works!" of the empirical process legitimizes every aberration. 
But it does still work, despite the scanty requirements made in defining 
adequacy in the interpretation of perceived reality. Moreover, astrologi- 
cal factors are chosen arbitrarily. There results no hypothesis about the 
possible functioning of astral incidence, nor even an internal logic that 
could justify the use of these factors from an astrological point of view. 
The astrologer examines a few charts, and then talks about his "re- 
search." He reads a few books and gives a few readings, then talks about 


especially astronomical knowledge—underline the point: [by astrologers], "we 
mean not those who cast people's fortunes for pay, but those who speculated on 
the traditional system of the world, and made use of whatever there was of as- 
tronomy, geography, mythology, holy texts of the laws of time and change, to 
build up an ambitious system." (Giorgio de Santillana & Hertha yon Dechend, 
Hamlet's Mill, Boston, David Godine, 1977, p. 228.) 

* Certain astrologers have called into question Ptolemy's status as a practitioner, 
without really taking any distance from his model, which is often identified as a 
supposed astrological "tradition." 
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his "experience." He does nothing more than use some tools with a view 
to a specific application of astrology, i.e. the psychological interpretation 
of natal charts. Some such people come up with new techniques (very 
often simple modifications of previous ones) in pursuit of the same ends. 
An imaginary empiricism is the sole guarantor of their ostensible effi- 
cacy. All of this has little to do with astrology. It is a form of personal 
satisfaction, the subjective application of knowledge that lies outside the 
bounds: a small personal affair. How could such a thing interest univer- 
sities? In fact, astrology concerns itself essentially with the general and 
only indirectly with the particular: it is a mode of thought, and a mode of 
the functioning of thought, logic of perception. 

The practitioner is not interested in learning: he believes that he al- 
ready knows. He believes that his conviction about the existence of a 
reality to which skeptical minds remain closed excuses him from the ef- 
fort of research, He does not think it necessary to know anything about 
his predecessors. He has no real model of astrology, only vague spiritual 
assumptions that seem to him to harmonize with this slapdash praxis. He 
forgets that the body of knowledge he uses arose from a conglomeration 
of heterogeneous and disparate techniques, dating from specific histori- 
cal periods, that float today like driftwood in the harbor of one or another 
sphere of praxis, by reason of the mediated success of a particular author 
or the skewed translation of an ancient text, and not because comparative 
studies have been undertaken or because reflection on the logic of the 
totality has been engaged. 

There is no such thing as /raditional astrology; there are only models 
from the past, with great differences between them, products of particular 
cultures, schools of thought, or individual astrologers working in isola- 
tion. A conglomeration of these models is assimilated in the minds of 
some astrologers to represent a supposed tradition, astrologers who are 
often ignorant of historical reality. If the system of Ptolemy has left a 
preponderant mark in the astrological culture of Europe, medieval and 
then modern, it would deserve more than any other system the label "tra- 
ditional" by virtue of the very special place it occupies within the frame- 
work of Hellenistic astrology. If astrology thrashes about impotently in 
the ghetto to which it was relegated in the Enlightenment, its circum- 
stances are in part due to those who have taken up its banner. Astrolo- 
gers should engage the terrains of history and epistemology: it is there 
that they will find their most formidable adversaries, as well as those 
most worthy of esteem. The first great modern adversary of astrology 
was not Pico della Mirandola, as one commonly believes, but rather 
Salmasius (1648). 

The "true astrologer" can differentiate impressionals because he has 
gained experiential knowledge of astral incidence through the two origi- 
nating experiences, which are the variability, both quantitative and 
qualitative, of psychic-astral energy (i.e, the experience of transits) and 
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the differentiation that occurs between individuals. All that does not 
mean that he is an empiricist: his knowledge evolves within the frame- 
work of theoretical reflection about the interpretive models that illumi- 
nate his experience. He remains attentive to the fact that any technique 
used presupposes a model of the functioning of astral incidence. What is 
more, astrological experience is not comparable to that of other domains 
of knowledge, because it never deals with facts, but rather with "quasi- 
facts," and not with events, but rather with emergences into conscious- 
ness. In this regard, it is very difficult to communicate to others. 

Among the most influential French theoreticians of the 20" century 
are Paul Choisnard, André Barbault, Jean-Pierre Nicola and Daniel 
Verney. The astro-psychologist, even a talented one (which is rare), is 
nothing more than a practicioner, for an astrologer should bring together 
at least three of the four components of his discipline: metaphysics, as- 
tronomy, history and psychology. Whoever does not have a hold on the 
thread of philosophy presents somewhat shortsighted views of his sub- 
ject, and his discourse does not differentiate itself from that of the ideo- 
logues of the moment; the poor technician has a tendency to remain a 
prisoner of his outmoded models; whoever is ignorant of his predeces- 
sors believes in the unalloyed novelty of his discourse and lacks the 
background to appreciate its real value; a deficiency with regard to psy- 
chology can lead to mistaken ideas about the sense and meaning of astro- 
logical symbols. 

Popular astrology, being of a psycho-symbolist nature, has become a 
simple exercise in pattern recognition within the reach of anyone. A na- 
ive conception of the symbol authorizes any interpretation whatsoever 
and serves to "psychologize" whatever reality happens to be presented. 
In the analyses given, there most often appear only prefabricated corre- 
spondences between configurations in the natal chart and their suggested 
interpretations. Known facts and trivial psychological situations involv- 
ing the natives are believed to relate directly to these configurations. 
When the person under consideration is a public figure or an historical 
personage, the interpretation does not bring new light to bear on the sub- 
ject, but rather simply reproduces most often superficial and common- 
place notions about the person in question. All this astrological psycho- 
babble never goes beyond the level of ordinary common sense and the 
most mediocre triviality, doubtless because the social status of the practi- 
tioner constrains him to be convincing and to justify the legitimacy of his 
system of interpretation by adapting it to current mentality and represen- 
tation. The result: his discourse lags far behind the advances of special- 
ized research. Keeping that circumstance in mind, what credit should be 
given to a praxis that remains incapable of illuminating its object of in- 
quiry, which uses inadequate exegesis, which can produce no truly origi- 
nal understanding? 

The practitioner corroborates the fait accompli, the socio-cultural 
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consensus, and the ideological status quo, as if astrological praxis were 
in the position of justifying—by means of who knows what quintile or 
midpoint—the entire foolishness of mediated production, and as if the 
practitioner were capable of understanding it astrologically. Moreover, 
such practitioners prefer to use popular works and secondary sources, 
which do disservice to the serious potential of his discourse. If astrology 
really wishes to attain to intellectual respectability, it must raise itself to 
the level of the exegeses and works of advanced research, and be in the 
position on occasion to refute certain discourses by proposing interpreta- 
tions based on solid argumentation. As long as astrologers remain inca- 
pable of showing to intellectuals and philosophers—leaving aside for the 
moment the quixotic nature of that process itself—by what means their 
knowledge enables access to a singular comprehension of human reality, 
they will no more be believed than will their discipline be respected. 

Consequently, it is useless to ape the modes of organization of institu- 
tionalized bodies of knowledge and to demand recognition by socio- 
cultural authorities for practices at best doubtful through the staging of 
meetings, colloquia, associations, federations, and "codes of deontol- 
ogy," that serve little purpose but to exacerbate the proliferation of power 
politics. It is also quite useless to accommodate oneself to the forms le- 
gitimized by modern scientism (present in both the physical sciences and 
those called "humane"), without participating in some positive way to- 
ward their transformation. The nature and the issues of astrology seem 
to the practitioner perfectly compatible with the current cultural para- 
digm. And in this, he stands at a distance from astrology from the out- 
set. He adapts himself partially to the utilitarian mentality of the moment 
and then exercises a marginalized kind of therapeutic function, one rec- 
ognized by sociological analyses. 

Hence the irony of the literature epi and contra astrology that ob- 
serves, and rightly so, that not only does astrological discourse not es- 
cape the bounds of common thought, but attaches itself to it at the lowest 
level. 


With such adepts as its representatives, 


does astrology really need adversaries? 


5 In this sense, the adversaries of astrology are one up on him. 
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Technical Argumentation 


Vera Astrologia docet nos legere in libro Dei 
[True astrology teaches us to read in God's book.] 
—Pico della Mirandola: Conclusiones, 1486 


HEALTHY critique of the problems relative to astrology no 
more belongs to those ideologues hostile to it than it does to the 
puppets, charlatans and buffoons who claim it for themselves. 
As a result, numberless objections relating to its techniques and 
methods of interpretation—inevitable given its longevity, its intercultural 
diversity and the multiplication of its doctrines even within the frame- 
work of a single culture—fan the flames of the continual controversies 
that divide astrologers. Certain of those controversies participate posi- 
tively in the transformation and renewal of the operators, structures and 
hence the models of astrology. Argumentation no longer stems from the 
ideological, i.e. the refusal to consider astral reality as astrological 
knowledge by appeal to external norms and criteria. These critiques 
concentrate on the elaboration of the natal chart, the variability of astro- 
logical structures and the semantic plasticity of symbolic operators. 
Paradoxically, if one were to illustrate the difficulties of astrology, the 
competent astrologer would have at his disposal a multitude of details 
that even the most enraged of his detractors might envy. First there is the 
natal chart, the importance of which is self-explanatory for the beginner 
who is ignorant of the complex operation of representation with a spatial 
orientation (usually that of the ecliptic) of the state of the sky at the hour 
and place of the native's birth, i.e. of a particular moment in the geocen- 
tric celestial sphere, and of the complex spatial and temporal relations 
that link those elements. The difficulties and consequences of this pro- 
jection of tridimensional space onto a simple diagram generally go un- 
considered by the adversaries of astrology.° 
The projection of the planets onto the ecliptic is questionable: no 
planet (except the ©) is ever really on the ecliptic, save at those points of 
intersection in the course of its revolution where the planet meets the 


° "No one disputes the value of the calculations in question and the horoscopes 
thus derived. What is much more questionable is the commentary (essential to 
astrology!) that accompanies the horoscope." (Jean-Claude Pecker, "L'astrolo- 
gic et la science" in La Recherche 140, 1983, p. 121.) No requirement is made 
of an astronomer, who generally does not have any training in political philoso- 
phy or hermeneutics, to give his opinion on questions of interpretation. It would 
be advantageous, on the other hand, if astrologers gave technical information 
about the problems involved in their area of competence, e.g. those problems 
relative to the construction of the natal chart. Astronomers and biologists have 
no special competence where astrology is concerned, unless they rely on what is 
in their bag of technical tricks, which they have avoided doing up to this point. 
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ecliptic (at its nodes). Consequently, and especially for P, serious dis- 
crepancies exist between its actual position and its projection onto the 
ecliptic during more than half of its orbital cycle, especially during the 
passage through 4, T and 8, then similarly through TT, = and Ml. This 
problem becomes a matter for concern with regard to domification and 
the position of the Aspects. Respect for astronomical reality inclines one 
to work out a Zodiac based on equatorial declinations, specific to each 
planet, or even to keep in mind the latitudes of the ecliptics. 

Anti-astrologers are especially fond of stressing the primacy of the 
chart of the point of conception over the birth chart, despite—or perhaps 
because of—the extreme difficulty of determining the exact moment of 
fertilization. Now the nervous system and the mechanisms of reception 
and integration of planetary rhythms are not formed at the moment of 
conception; it is only at birth that these new functions become active, 
especially at the point where respiration begins, which frees the infant 
from the maternal womb: "For the infant in the womb of its mother does 
not live on its own account; but it is simply a living part of its mother, 
and does not receive impressions that shape it in and of itself until the 
first moment when it breathes the air, and lives separately, as its own 
being."’ The psychoanalyst Otto Rank sees in the practice of birthing an 
astrological antecedent that supports his theses.* 

The assimilation of astrological structures into various interpretive 
models has given rise to a good many questionable ideas, e.g. the attribu- 
tion of the element Air to #, or that of the feet to H, of femininity to 8, 
or of time to ® on the basis of a phonetic conflation between the Greek 
terms Kronos and chronos... These objections arise from a literal inter- 
pretation of symbols and from contradictions between differing interpre- 
tive models (an example of which is the extension of the theory of the 
Elements of the Zodiacal quadrants to the signs, Zodiacal melothesia, 
etc,). It is worthwhile to question these ideas. The coolness of ©, like 
the warmth of %, underlines the incoherence of an interpretation, based 
strictly on meteorology or the seasons, and of the elemental values at- 
tributed to the Zodiacal signs. Pico della Mirandola criticized the spe- 
cious attributions of elemental qualities to the planets made by Ptolemy.” 

Kepler questions the foundations of the concept of a Zodiacal division 
into twelve equal signs and rejects the Houses and the idea of rulership 
because they only retain planetary aspects and cycles. Daniel Verney is 
the inheritor of this "planetarist reductionism." On the other side of the 


7 Bustache Lenoble, Uranie, ou les Tableaux des philosophes (1697), new edi- 
tion, Paris, Pierre Ribou, 1718, p. 246. 

* Astrology is held to be "the first doctrine of the traumatism of birth" (In Le 
traumatisme de la naissance, French ed. published by Payot, 1928; 1976, p. 
125.) 

° The majority of these objections are brought to light by Bouché-Leclercq in his 
Astrologie grecque. 
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coin, the theory of harmonics put forth by John Addey gives free reign to 
an unlimited declination of the Zodiac.'” The theory of rulership does 
not just illustrate simple semantic correspondences between Zodiacal 
signs and the planets: it is the unifying theory of astrology in so far as 
Zodiacal, planetary and sectorial structures are differentiations of a single 
archetypal matrix. 

There exist different schools of thought in astrology, just as in phi- 
losophy or physics. A diversity of models does not constitute an in- 
crimination of a particular discipline. In particular the plurality of meth- 
ods of domification (i.e., the demarcation of the Houses in the celestial 
sphere) has yet to come to a consensus: the question of births at the poles 
and the divergence of opinion about the limits and direction of demarca- 
tion, about meaning, and even about the number of sectors, continue to 
cause ardent controversy. 

The existence of asteroids'', primarily between o and \, along 
with a considerable number of planetoids recently discovered beyond the 
orbits of ¥ and B-Chiron, should lead us to a consideration of the notion 
of "planet" and "she Planetaries" [i.e., the planets as a Gestalt]. Accord- 
ing to Kant, it is the eccentricity of the orbit that differentiates planets 
and comets: "One might possibly still hope to find beyond the orbit of 
new planets more eccentric than these, and thus closer to the nature of 
comets... One could, if one wished, name as the last planet or the first 
comet the body the eccentricity of which would be so great that it inter- 
sects at its perihelion the orbit of the nearest planet, perhaps that of ."" 
This definition defines P as the last planet of the solar system, since by 
reason of the eccentricity of its orbit it is closer at its perihelion to the © 
than to ¥. 

By accepting into its practice fictive points (lunar nodes, parts, mid- 
points, hypothetical planets, etc.) and things such as fixed stars, comets 
and eclipses, the astrologer often forgets that the implied model must 
respect a triple exigency: an adequate consonance between factors and 
physical and astronomical reality; the necessity of their periodicity, 
which conditions their integration by the organism; and the coherence of 
the ensemble and the lack of redundancy in the posited operators. A chart 
is sufficiently complex so that certain factors must be added beyond the 
bodies themselves. 

The principal argument of Origen concerns the impossibility for the 
mind of forming synthetic judgments, which is to say, of interpreting the 
chart, unless it be by an accumulation of dualistic combinations that fail 


"° John Addey, Harmonics in Astrology, Romford, Fowler, 1976. 
"' The argument of the asteriods was used against astrology by T.H. Moody as 
early as 1838 (in 4 Complete Refutation of Astrology, Cheltenham, p. 73). 
* in Histoire générale de la nature et théorie du ciel, 1755: French translation 
published by Vrin, 1984, p. 98. 
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to satisfy but are the only things accessible to analytical thought. What 
astrologer, for example, is really able to synthesize the entire range of 
implications present in a conjunction of © and *% in QQ in the Second 
House, with a square to 4 in Tl? Origen uses the term syncrasis to des- 
ignate this "mixture of astral influences that appear in such and such 
schematics, the complete meaning of which they themselves [the astrolo- 
gers] by their own admission cannot grasp.""? A truly global comprehen- 
sion of a partial configuration, and a fortiori of the totality of a natal 
chart, exceeds the capacity of astrology as much as of the faculties of 
mind themselves. Moreover, a natal configuration needs to be rooted in 
a personal problematic that keeps in mind the individual's social, cultural, 
familial and mental contexts in which he develops (even if one ignores 
genetic and earth-based influences). This is why the astrological reading 
of human reality must remain an impractical ideal. Astrological knowl- 
edge, beyond the reach of the human mind, would in its fullness be only 
accessible to the "angels." 

The discovery of \K in the year in which the first Kritik of Kant ap- 
peared, of the asteriods beginning in the year 1800, then of ¥ and P, de- 
stabilized the planetary model—already twenty centuries old—as well as 
the logic of rulership. The Seven of the Ancients broke apart and were 
replaced, first among English astrologers, with Planetaries numbering 8, 
9 and finally 10 elements. An abbott of Castelet mentions in 1681 as an 
"incontrovertible proof" against astrology, i.e. exactly 100 years before 
the discovery of \X, the probability of the existence of an infinite number 
of "invisible" planets after , and thus the possibility of being influenced 
by a whole host of factors that the astrologer is not even in a position to 
recognize: "Astrologers will claim that if in the space between » and the 
center of the Earth there can exist an innumerable multitude of planets as 
large as *, that rotate around the © as principal planets just like 4 and \, 
they will also claim, I maintain, that if the possibility of this notion is 
accepted, it spells the end of astrology. "4 Th point of fact the argument is 
nothing new: it is mentioned by Favorinus of Arles and taken up again at 
the beginning of the 8th book of the famous treatise by Pico della Miran- 
dola, Disputationes adversus astrologiam divinatricem [Arguments 
against divinatory astrology].'° 


'5 In Eusebius Pamphilius, La préparation évangélique, V1 11, Paris, 1846, vol. 
1, p. 314. 

" Alexandre Tinelis, in: Le messager céleste, Paris, Claude Blageart & Laurent 
d'Houry, 1681, pp. 231-232 (ef. also p. 252). 

'S Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, Disputationes adversus astrologiam divina- 
tricem, 1494; Italian translation by Eugenio Garin, Firenze, Vallechi, 1946-52, 2 
vols. For an exposé of Pico della Mirandola's theses and the responses of Lucio 
Bellanti and Giovanni Pontano, cf. Don Cameron Allen, The Star-Crossed Ren- 
aissance, Durham (North Carolina), Duke University Press, 1941, pp. 20-46, 
Benedetto Soldati, La poesia astrologica nel quattrocento, Firenze, Sansoni, 
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Knowledge about the context of designation for trans-Saturnian plan- 
ets has facilitated the questioning of a strictly mythological and "sym- 
bolic" reading of the planets and the Zodiacal signs. Moreover, the his- 
tory of astrology shows that the Zodiac and the Seven were constituted 
after a comparable aleatory process. The ensemble of these critiques is 
such as to motivate reflection about the models we use and their struc- 
tural foundations. The historical analyses that have multiplied since the 
beginning of this century put, like it or not, into the hand of researchers a 
multitude of texts, theories and practices, as numerous as the number of 
eminent astrologers, that are beginning to cause reflection of an episte- 
mological nature about the intrinsic necessity of extant structures, about 
the sometimes contingent genesis of current theories, and about the links 
between models and their cultural roots. Astrology is not a fixed body of 
knowledge. A global mise en relation of the real meaning of its opera- 
tors with psychic and cultural data becomes renewed through contact 
with those data: thus, astrology survives, despite its detractors, the trans- 
formation of its successive models. 


1906, and Eric Weil, Pic de la Mirandole et la critique de l'astrologie, Paris, 
Vrin, 1986. Thorndike notes that "the importance of Pico in the history of 
thought has often been grossly exaggerate History of Magic and Ex- 
perimental Science, New York, Columbia University Press, 1934, vol. 4, p. 
485). 
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Testing Astro Compatibility Software 
New Effort Seeks To Replicate Successful Study 
EDWARD SNOW 


N The Case For Astrology, the insightful history of astrology 
compiled and written by John Anthony West and Jan Gerhard 
Toonder more than thirty years ago, the authors describe con 
temporary astrology’s identify crisis in this way: 
Actually, practical astrology is something of a science, something of 
an art; rather akin to practical medicine, but more complicated and 
more elusive; the medicine chest is untrustworthy, and for two thou- 
sands years there have been no research workers, only general prac- 
titioners. 
Every contemporary astrologer who has spent any time in a high 
school science lab understands the dilemma. Astrology’s research cup- 
board is bare, and the prognosis for improvement is not all that promis- 
ing. Steamrolled by mechanistic science in the 18" Century, astrology 
continues to flummox about in the shadows of its own dark age. With 
virtually no encouragement from establishment sources, a relatively 
small segment of the astrological community has attempted to selectively 
squeeze bits and pieces of the astrological premise through the prism of 
modern science, ostensibly to see if the process could help them better 
understand or improve the discipline. But there hasn’t been any real ex- 
pectation that scientific experiments will do much to enhance the credi- 
bility of modern astrologers. And, inexplicably, the issue has failed to 
stir any real sense of urgency in the astrological community. 

The problem, West and Toonder suggested three decades ago, is that 
astrologers can’t quantitatively prove that astrology works. But this idea 
may need rethinking. 

At the recent United Astrology Conference (UAC) meeting in Or- 
lando, Florida Mark McDonough, the president of AstroDatabank, 
distributed a flier describing a unique research activity that will attempt 
to replicate the positive results of a statistical study conducted by faculty 
and students at Lake Forest College in Illinois. As a public service, pro- 
fessors in the college’s math department agreed to test the efficacy of 
software programs that use astrological methods to quantitatively predict 
compatibility potential in couples, and were “surprised” by unexpected 
results. 

Synastry programs of the type tested by the students have begun to 
proliferate in the culture, most conspicuously as search engines for large 
Internet matchmaking Web sites. When a couple’s birth data is fed into 
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these systems, quantitative (numerical) scores are produced. Typically, 
higher scores indicate compatibility potential while lower scores portend 
a less harmonious pairing. 

Because the tested systems produce quantitative scores, it was rela- 
tively easy to design a statistical test to check them out. Simply, students 
compared unambiguous examples of failed and compatible marriages to 
determine if, on average, couples in happy, compatible marriages would 
score significantly (statistically) higher than couples in dysfunctional 
marriages that ended with a bitter divorce. Put to the test were two of the 
most sophisticated compatibility programs we could find—John Hal- 
loran’s Astrology For Windows and Allen Edwall’s MatchMkr. Both of 
these programs are capable of running and comparing a very large num- 
ber of synastry charts in a very short period. 

The Lake Forest College professors were the only educators we could 
find who agreed with our basic premise: the compatibility programs are 
out there and ordinary people are using them with the understanding that 
astrology is somehow involved in the compatibility scores that are pro- 
duced. The responsible thing to do is to test these products to see if there 
is any reason why consumers should believe they could rely upon the 
evaluations (scores) they provide. 

As a classroom project, Professors Lowell Carmony and Craig 
Knuckles agreed to conduct a relatively simple product test and to stand 
by whatever results were achieved. When the project started, neither 
knew how to produce an astrology chart and still don’t. And neither was 
aligned with—or had even heard of—the truculent skeptics groups that 
have ragged and trashed astrologers in recent decades. They were rela- 
tively sure the results would not support the programs, but were willing 
to keep an open mind. Mostly, they were drawn to the project because 
they believed it could be a novel classroom exercise for their students, 
who might enthusiastically embrace it. They were right about that! 

But study organizers were not solely interested in doing product tests 
for compatibility software. Simply, what we saw in these products were 
vehicles that could be used to scientifically test one of the oldest theories 
in astrology. For centuries, astrologers have assumed that a preponder- 
ance of positive aspects in a synastry chart bodes well for couples con- 
templating marriage while a preponderance of stressful aspects does not. 
Both of the programs tested are broadly based on this assumption. 

If someone were to set out to purposefully design a Western astro- 
logical software program to test the preponderance theory, it would 
probably look a lot like John Halloran’s Astrology For Windows synastry 
package. This ingenious product assigns weighted numerical values to 
every major positive and negative aspect in the synastry chart. The nu- 
merical values assigned to cach aspect are apparently predicated upon the 
planets involved and how close the aspect is to being exact. Traditional 
astrology has long maintained that the closest aspects are the most pow- 
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erful and meaningful. Halloran accounts for this by assigning signifi- 
cantly higher scores for closer aspects. 

The MatchMkr program incorporates interpretive techniques taught 
by master astrologer Elbert Benjamine. This package considers all major 
and minor aspects, and measures the relative strengths and weaknesses of 
aspects based on house placement. Benjamine did exhaustive research 
on the relative strength of planets in the various houses. Thanks to Allen 
Edwall, there’s now a way to check out the impact of these concepts in a 
high-speed electronic synastry program. 

The point is the compatibility programs make it possible to test a spe- 
cific astrological theory with systems capable of considering multiple 
aspects simultaneously. Historically, statistical tests of astrology, includ- 
ing the famous Gauquelin studies, have focused on isolated astrological 
indicators, such as sun signs, moon phases or the placement of planets in 
identifiable “sectors” of the astro map. 

As the Lake Forest College project unfolded, collecting usable cou- 
ples data proved a bigger challenge than expected. Initially, a serious— 
and costly—effort was made to recruit professional psychologists and 
enroll them in the data collection process. When it became clear this 
approach wasn’t going to work, an aggressive communications strategy 
utilizing the Internet, direct mail and publicity and advertisements in 
consumer and professional publications was used to directly recruit indi- 
vidual study participants. The Astro Compatibility Project (ACP) was 
formed to provide a title and focus for the project and to coordinate data 
collection activities. Astrological author, educator and researcher Zippo- 
rah Dobyns, PhD, was a special advisor to the project and others offered 
wisdom and support along the way. 

Specific criteria for classifying failed and compatible marriages were 
established. To avoid ambiguity, researchers wanted the examples to be 
as extreme or disparate as possible. What can irrefutably be said about 
the 40 examples of failed marriages is that these relationships all ended 
in divorce, typically with rancor and hard feelings. In contrast, at the 
time of the study, the 52 happily married couples participating in the test 
had been together for at least eight years. No one claimed perfection, but 
in these unions the partners believed the marriage was solid and said they 
would make the same (marriage) commitment again if they had it do 
over. 

Student researchers fully expected to expose the software programs as 
fakes. Instead, Dr. Knuckles found himself describing results that “took 
us by surprise.” The average score for couples in the compatible group 
was significantly (statistically) higher than the average score for couples 
in the failed marriage group. There was only a one in 2,000 possibility 
that this result could be attributed to chance. 

Participating in a successful test is always exhilarating, but the work 
is hardly done. The follow-up study that is underway will seek to repli- 
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cate the original results and address some apparent flaws. Most notably, 
the data collection method has invited reasonable criticism. Because a 
large number of participants were astrologers or clients of astrologers 
(this was the only group willing to help) it could be claimed that the re- 
sult could have been influenced, consciously or unconsciously, by 
“friendly” participants who pre-selected test subjects in a way that was 
calculated to help astrology carry the day. In fact, participants were 
urged to submit only real life examples that met study criteria, and there 
is no reason to believe anyone was motivated to do otherwise. But in sci- 
entific circles, the astrological bias issue is not so easily dismissed. 

This sampling “flaw” is being addressed by organizers of the follow- 
up study, AstroDatabank’s McDonough, the author of this article, and 
statistician Mark Urban-Lurain, PhD. Urban-Lurain is a research con- 
sultant for the International Society for Astrological Research (ISAR) 
and a member of the faculty at Michigan State University (MSU). 
McDonough is on the ISAR board of directors. To obtain more credible 
cases, the research team is recruiting volunteer research assistants and 
asking them to collect cases of failed and compatible marriages from the 
general population. Only this time, study participants will not be as- 
trologers or the clients of astrologers. 

McDonough describes a “many hands make light work* activity in 
which more than 100 research assistants will participate in the data gath- 
ering process. Most people know couples that have been in long-term 
happy relationships or in failed marriages that ended badly. Or they have 
friends and neighbors who do. The hope is that each of the assistants 
will be able to come up with at least one qualified candidate for the failed 
and compatible marriage categories using the same criteria established 
for the Lake Forest College study. 

McDonough believes several things about the project bode well for a 
high impact event. 

e It is based on a successful pilot study. 

© The subject of compatibility is of great interest to the public. 

¢ The astrological signatures used to measure compatibility are 
complex enough to actually capture the subtleties of astrol- 
ogy. Some of the programs look at over fifty factors in arriv- 
ing at a score. 

e Because computer programs do all the scoring, the testing is 
relatively easy to perform and guaranteed to be objective. 

Research assistants need not have prior research experience. If you'd 
like to be part of this project, additional study details and a sign-up sheet 
are posted at www.astrodatabank.com 
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The General Principles of Astrology 
by Aleister Crowley, with Evangeline Adams 
Edited by Hymenaeus Beta XI° 
Weiser Books, 2002.; 640 pages, 7 x 10 format, hardcover, $80. 


LEISTER CROWLEY, who called himself the Beast 666, was 

one of the most extraordinary personalities of the 20" century— 

novelist, poet, magician, accomplished mountaineer, chess mas- 

ter and founder of the abbey of Do What Thou Wilt. He was 
also a competent astrologer. Aged 40, he arrived in New York from 
England on November 1“, 1914 and was soon employed by America’s 
leading astrologer of the day, Evangeline Adams, to collaborate with her 
in writing a book on astrology. It was to be published under both of their 
names. Over the next 18 months, at a cottage Adams owned in New 
Hampshire, Crowley worked spasmodically on the book, which he called 
A Treatise on Astrology: Liber 536. On July 13", 1916, he dropped the 
project for spiritual reasons, recording in his diary that he would not de- 
grade himself any further by working at it: “No more Miss Adams!” In 
his later autohagiography, he expanded on this: "She wanted me to write 
a book on astrology for her. The plan failed through her persistent ef- 
forts to cheat me out of the profits, and her obstinate ignorance of the 
elementary facts of nature combined with an unconquerable antagonism 
to the principles of applying common sense to the science.” 

Subsequently Crowley lost his copy of the manuscript. Adams had, 
however, retained a typescript copy of it and, Crowley having long since 
returned to Europe, she split his work into two parts, publishing one as 
Astrology: Your Place in the Sun (1927) and the other as Astrology: Your 
Place Under the Stars (1930), with minimum editing, naming herself as 
the author. There was no mention of Aleister Crowley, the true author. 
The two best-selling books stayed in print until the 1970's, and have 
been the basis for many subsequent books. 

Now the current Frater Superior of Crowley’s mystical order, the Or- 
der of Oriental Templars, has recombined the different previously pub- 
lished parts, very much as Crowley planned Liber 536, adding other per- 
tinent writings of Crowley, including How Horoscopes are Faked, a fas- 
cinating description of how Adams went about her extensive, highly lu- 
crative business as a professional astrologer. 

In 1974 Crowley’s biographers, John Symonds and Kenneth Grant, 
compiled and edited The Complete Astrological Writings by Aleister 
Crowley (published by Gerald Duckworth & Co. Ltd, London), a copy of 


' Confessions of Aleister Crowley, Penguin Book, 1979, p. 762 
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which I possess, but that contains only part of the writings included in 
the present weighty tome. 

The original Liber 536 was one of the first books written in America 
to deal with and ¥ in any depth. It tacitly relies on traditional theories 
like essential dignities but introduced many innovations in interpretation 
and analysis, such as applying psychological methods to astrology. 

Crowley's writing is a delight. He thoroughly understands his subject 
and uses some 200 charts, all illustrated, most with the native’s photo- 
graph attached—by itself an opportunity to test one’s physiognomy theo- 
ries—to demonstrate his points. The lengthy section on Rising Signs 
(not present in the Symonds-Grant book), which defines both the physi- 
cal characteristics and personality-character of the native, is particularly 
insightful. It is at least as good as anything published in recent years on 
the rising signs. 

Because of its hefty $80 price, beginning students are likely to avoid 
buying this beautifully produced and skillfully edited book. Yet, they are 
the ones who would benefit most from studying it. The future stars of 
our craft apart; this recovered astrological masterwork of Aleister Crow- 
ley deserves to have a prominent place on the bookshelf of any serious 
student of astrology. —Ken Gillman 


The Sun and the Aspects 
by Maurice McCann, 2002 
Tara Astrological Publications, 73b Dresden Rd. London N19 3BG, England 
Soft cover, 117 pages, $13. memeann@compuserve.com. 


y ITH HIS newest book, Maurice McCann laments that astrol- 
ogy as taught and practiced today largely ignore the natural 
astrology of antiquity. As an example, he points to the O's 
Z/)) declinations, north and south, which define the seasons and are 
the basis for sign rulerships. Likewise, many of the funda- 
mental principles of the Ptolemaic system have been forgotten, or are lit- 
tle understood by the majority of today's astrologers. These include as- 
pects, the concept of orbs, and the role of the © in planetary movement. 
To overcome these memory lapses and misunderstandings, he pro- 
vides brief, but very clear, reminders of a number of basic principles, 
suggesting how they probably developed and then became part of the as- 
trological system described by Ptolemy. He does not suggest the system 
is perfect, only that understanding it is the first step toward improving it. 
He also insists that whether a proposed change is to throw some tech- 
nique out, or to adopt a new one, each ought to be subjected to a stan- 
dardized test of its merits. The test he proposes is whether the 
technique or idea comes under the direct control of ©. If so, it's a 
worthwhile technique, a keeper. If not, it's dispensable. having no place 
in astrology. 
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Most readers won't be surprised by several of the techniques McCann 
proposes dispensing with. But traditionalists will be stunned to find 
some of their own oxen getting gored. One of these is the current exalta- 
tions, in which, he says, all but one of the ©'s relationships with the 
other planets have broken down—McCann proposes a logical remedy. 
One of mine is the currently used table for the dignity of face. McCann 
says the © plays no part in deciding these faces, so they make no sense; 
the division of signs could as well have been into a different number of 
parts; that some ancient probably just thought division of signs into three 
equal parts looked right. I think that ancient was way ahead of his time 
because his table lists the order of days and of planetary hours with un- 
failing accuracy. Most likely McCann has never had to cope with a com- 
puter chart calculation program (Solar Fire, version 3) whose late night 
planetary hours coincide with civil time instead of the O's time. 

Chapter 6 is easily worth the price of the book. It's entitled 'The 
Movements of the Planets’ and is certain to prompt horary astrologers to 
dig out a few of their charts that "didn't work" to compare with McCann's 
illustrations of collection and translation of light. He presents three or 
four variations of each, and then combines them with frustration, prohibi- 
tion and refranation to discuss the hierarchy of movements. For exam- 
ple, when a collection of light is in motion, it supersedes an intervening 
refranation and brings about perfection. While many of these terms are 
usually thought to relate mostly to horary, McCann says they're also ap- 
plicable to natal astrology; and, he discusses some of them in terms of 
psychological interpretation. 

This 117-page book includes an index, bibliography, arithmetic ap- 
pendix, and two quizzes (with answers) to let you know whether or not 
you're really as good as you thought you were. Highly recommended for 
all teaching astrologers and practitioners, both modern and traditional. 

—Elaine Krengel 


Earth Cycles. The Scientific Evidence for Astrology 
Vol. 1 The Physical Sciences 


Compiled and edited by Valerie Vaughan, 2002 
One Reed Publications, PO Box 561, Amherst MA 01004-0561 www.onereed.com, 
Soft cover, 229 pages, 8% x 11° format, $27 +p & p. 


HIS UNUSUAL but important and very welcome book is “A 
literature review and annotated bibliography of sources for the 
study of geocosmic connections and natural astrology with es- 
says on the history of science and astrology.” 

‘Natural astrology’ is a term not in common use nowadays. It refers 
to the study of the connections between celestial phenomena and physi- 
cal events on our planet. It includes the observation and prediction of the 
tides, the weather, earthquakes, volcanic activity, meteors and comets, 
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unusual solar activity, plant growth, animal behavior, agriculture, disease 
and pestilence—just about everything that occurs on the planet other than 
what is caused by human actions, which in turn are covered by other 
branches of our craft. It is based on the recognition that there is one 
common, universal measuring device that can be applied to all earthly 
phenomena—the cyclical movements of the celestial bodies. 

Valerie Vaughan’s first ten chapters, which | found fascinating, take 
us from prehistoric sky watching and the origins of science through the 
Babylonians, at which time natural astrology laid the very foundation of 
Western science, the Greco-Romans and Medieval periods to the Scien- 
tific Revolutions of the 17" and 18" centuries, describing how man un- 
derstood his world to be affected by changes in the sky. Vaughan then 
describes research from the 19" century to the present, listing details of 
pertinent books and scientific papers that deal with such as sunspots, the 
moon, planetary tides, seismic activity, volcanic eruptions, Velikovsky, 
long-term climate changes, El Nino and the ocean-atmosphere connec- 
tion, and solar cycles and the sun-climate connection. Vaughan provides 
a voluminous listing of these, grouped by subject, deftly summarizing 
each listing and, when appropriate, commenting on it. 

Ms. Vaughan provides hundreds of examples of connections between 
changes in the sky and associated physical events that, when viewed as a 
whole, constitute corroborative evidence for the validity of natural as- 
trology. As we have seen by the recent articles by Nicole Girard in Con- 
siderations, which presented strong evidence for predicting the timing of 
earthquakes from planetary transits associated with prior solar eclipses, 
major life and death events do occur when cycling celestial phenomena 
say they will. Since prehistoric times, mankind observed this was so, 
that the tides, earthquakes and weather followed specific “rules.” It is 
only in relatively recent times, since men of ‘Science’ came to believe 
they knew more than the common folk, that such obvious correlations 
have been rejected and pooh-poohed. Yes, they agree, the movements of 
the sun and moon cause the ocean tides, just as everyone has said for 
centuries, and maybe the weather does seem to change at each full moon, 
but the rest of these so-called correlations are simply coincidences. 

The evidence that natural astrology works is there—at least in how it 
affects the earth—for the moment at least, but it may not be for long. 
The original journals are fast being destroyed; selective contents stored 
electronically, much of the historical record in danger of disappearing. 

Valerie Vaughan has done a wonderful job, but it is incomplete for 
she is now assembling Volume 2, in which she will present evidence for 
the validity of astrological affects in other areas of life. In addition, a 
web site is being set up that will provide information on additional jour- 
nal papers and books relevant to this subject, appearing since Valerie’s 
compilation was published. 

We all owe Valerie Vaughan an immense vote of thanks for compil- 
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ing this important evidence. We should show our appreciation in the 
best way possible: by purchasing a copy of this book and having it ready 
to be used as hard, scientific evidence against those who persist in at- 
tempting to debunk astrology. —John Norris 


Astrology: A Language of Life, Volume IIT 
A Handbook for the Self-Employed Astrologer 
by Robert P. Blaschke 
Earthwalk School of Astrology, PO Box 1013, Safety Harbor, FL 34695 
166 pages, paper, $18.95, 2002 


OBERT Blaschke’s book, A Handbook for the Self-Employed 

Astrologer, is a welcome, and much needed, addition to current 

astrological literature. Blaschke’s intention when writing A 

Handbook for the Self-Employed Astrologer was to “produce a 
practical handbook for the self-employed astrologer that addresses all of 
their concerns: transitioning from student, establishing a professional 
practice, handling income, expenses and taxes, marketing and advertis- 
ing, navigating the client relationship, teaching and local public speak- 
ing, writing, publishing and lecture travel, participating in the astrologi- 
cal community, overcoming occupational hazards, and fostering per- 
sonal/spiritual growth.” He succeeds grandly. This book is loaded with 
practical information and gives readers the nitty-gritty details of running 
a practice—everything from recommended office supplies to break- 
downs of yearly expenses. 

Blaschke is sincerely forthcoming about the reality of becoming a 
professional astrologer and he openly shares his personal experiences. 
He invites you to learn from his mistakes and to gain from his successes. 
Blaschke reveals many details of his practice including finances—both 
his business expenses and sources of income. His honesty is refreshing 
and much appreciated. He also explores additional methods of income 
for astrologers, like lecturing, publishing, teaching and selling reports. 
Blaschke has written a very usable manual, one that is helpful to both es- 
tablished and aspiring astrologers. 

The information in this extremely detailed book is applicable to many 
business ventures, and not just astrology. Aspiring astrologers take note: 
this is the book to read if you want to set-up and run a successful busi- 
ness practice. For already established astrologers, the ideas in this book 
may inspire you to expand your practice and to improve your business 
skills. 

This is Blaschke’s third book in a planned series of seven volumes. 
Like the other two volumes in his “Astrology: A Language of Life” se- 
ries, Progressions and Sabian Aspect Orbs, A Handbook for Self- Em- 
ployed Astrologers in a wonderful contribution to the astrological com- 
munity. —Leda Blumberg 
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Two new books by Bill Meridian, both strongly recommended for those who 
apply astrology to the financial markets, Both are published by Cycles Research 
Publications, 666 Fifth Avenue, #402, Lower Arcade, New York, NY 10103. 
www. billmeridian.com. 


Planetary Economic Forecasting 
by Bill Meridian, 2002 
168 pages, 8% x 11 format, soft cover 


EVENTY major financial events, most of them crises, from 1622 to 
2001 are identified. Where these crises occurred in terms of different 
planetary and synodic cycles are then noted. Seven planetary cycles 
are utilized: o, 4, %, KX, ¥, B and Q through the signs; the synodic cy- 
cles are the elongations in longitude of twelve pairs: 4, Wx, WY, 4B, 
YQ, HM, HY, HE, HQ, KQ, ¥Q and BQ. 

When related to changes in the index of economic production, 4 through the 
signs is the most accurate indicator of rises and falls, followed by the #-Q elon- 
gation, B-Q, and that of 4-P. Add to these the 4-% conjunctions and opposi- 
tions, which tend to bring recessions and crises, and ’s waning square to ¥, 
usually associated with economic crises, and the financial astrologer has the ba- 
sis for accurate forecasting. 

For future projections, Meridian takes the strongest six of these composite 
cycles and combines them with the 4-% conjunctions and oppositions—¥ & > 
contributes to the formation of financial lows when cycles are turning up; 4 ° > 
helps to construct highs if the bulk of the cycles are turning down. Bill warns 
that the composite cycles point to another drop in 2003-2005, any recovery in 
2002 fading in 2003. 


Planetary Stock Trading Ill 
by Bill Meridian, 2002 
380 pages, 8% x 11 format, soft cover 


HIS IS the revised and updated third edition of Bill’s excellent Plane- 
tary Stock Trading. The main features of the book are the 730 first 
trade charts of stocks traded on the New York, American, NASDAQ, 
OTC, and London stock exchanges. These are: 
¢ — The 30 stocks that make up the Dow Jones Industrial Index 
The 20 stocks in the Dow Jones Transport Index 
The 15 stocks of the Dow Jones Utility Index 
368 other stocks that are in the S & P 500 
The NASDAQ 100 stocks plus 96 other OTC stocks 
100 mutual funds 
© 32 foreign funds 
¢ — 16 financial institutions 
e 53 UK stocks. 

The book also contains 130 pages of excellent case histories that help one to 
better understand the value of these charts and how transits over them identify 
the timing and nature of change in the market price of the associated company’s 
stock. —Ken Gillman 
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Who ? 


Ruth Baker, a regular contributor 
on horary matters in Considera- 
tions, is a professional violinist. 
She lives on the Essex coast in 
England 


Leda Blumberg is a freelance 
writer who has been fascinated 
with astrology for over 25 years. 
She lives on a farm in New York 
State where she trains horses, 
writes children's books and reads as 
many astrology books as possible. 


Karen Christino’s book Foresee- 
ing the Future: Evangeline Adams 
and Astrology in America (re- 
viewed in Considerations XVII: 2) 
is available from One Reed Publi- 
cations (www. OneReed.com). 
Karen teaches horary at the Online 
College of Astrology and can be 
reached at christino@starmail.org 


Robert Feik is a consulting as- 
trologer living in Melbourne Aus- 
tralia. After a successful career in 
science, he is pursuing his research 
interests through the astrology of 
coincidences and dreams. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Con- 
siderations. 


Patrice Guinard obtained his Doc- 
torate in astrology in 1993 at the 
Sorbonne (Department of Philoso- 
phy, University of Paris). For more 
of his thoughtful writings visit the 
C.U.R.A. web site at 


bttp://cura. free. fr/cura-en_html. 


Jim Haynes, a fiction writer and 
astrologer who concentrates on 
earthquake research, lives in Hol- 
lywood, California. 


Considerations XVII: 4 


Elaine Krengel lives in Wisconsin, 
where she successfully applies ho- 
rary to stock market investment. 


Bob Makransky alternates his 
time between astrology, farming 
and channeling in rural Guatemala. 
He writes with authority on two of 
these subjects. Bob is the author of 
Thought Forms. 


John Norris is a statistician, a 
long-time student of astrologer. 


Martin Piechota researches sun- 
sign astrology from his home in 
Pennsylvania. 


Vijaykumar Rajendran is cur- 
rently a research scholar at the De- 
partment of Chemical and Nuclear 
Engineering, University of New 
Mexico in Albuquerque. Vijay 
looks on Astrology as his religion 
and a guiding tool in life. He can 
be contacted at arvijay@unm.edu. 


ath 


Wiliam Ramesey, born 13" March 
1626, Westminster, England, wrote 
that he “lived an obscure, retired 
and reserved life, dedicating myself 
wholly to my book”. 


In addition to his work as an as- 
trologer, Douglas Smith, a former 
professor at York University in 
Toronto, practices homeopathy 
from his home in Haliburton, On- 
tario. 


Edward Snow is a former public 
relations executive who has studied 
astrology for many years. Ed lives 
in Arlington Heights, Illinois. 
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